


SAVE LAND IN PERPETUITY

17,000+ acres conserved
across 7 counties

4 Focus Areas:

e Clean Water

« Wildlife Habitat

e Local Farms

« Connections to Nature



URBANIZATION: OUR DISAPPEARING GREEN SPACE

89,600 acres 985,600 acres 1,702,400 acres



EXAMPLE - RIVERBEND

P Protect from development on
Johnson Creek

P Threat to Mountain Island Lake

P Critical drinking water supply

P Mecklenburg and Gaston
Counties

P Working with developer and:
P City of Charlotte
P Charlotte Water
P Char-Meck Storm Water
P Gaston County
P Mt Holly



GI_EAN WATER Saving land protects water quality, quantity

Silt, particulates, contamination Spills and fish kills



RUSTY ROZZELLE

Water Quality Program
Manager, Mecklenburg County

Member of the Catawba-
Wateree Water Management
Group



Catawba - Wateree System
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History of the Catawba River

The Catawba River was formed in the same time frame as the Appalachian Mountains
about 220 millions years ago during the early Mesozoic — Late Triassic period



Historical Inhabitants of the Catawba

e 12,000 years ago — Paleo Indians inhabited the

Americas migrating from northern Asia.

e 6,000 years ago — Paleo Indians migrated south
settling along the banks of the Catawba River

obtaining much of their sustenance from the river.

» 1540 - The Spanish explorer Hernando de Soto
marched his troops through the Piedmont while
heading west looking for gold making first contact

with Native Americans in the Catawba Valley.



Native American Tribes Along the Catawba River
Both the Catawba and Wateree Rivers were named for the Native Americans that first
settled along their banks.

Cheraw
Tuscarora
Cherokee Sugaree
Iswa
Catawba - People of
the River
Waxhaw

Wateree — Rapids or
Wateree  flowing water

Congaree
Santee

Creek Winyah
Sewee




Historical Inhabitants of the Catawba

e 1660 — King Charles Il of England established
the Carolinas under the rule of 8 Lord

Proprietors.

« 1700s — Numerous colonial settlements existed in
the Catawba River Valley. Most of the inhabitants
were of Scots-Irish and German descent. By 1760,
disease spread by these colonists reduced the

Native American population to less than 1,000

o 2020 - Population of the Catawba Valley
estimated at over 2,000,000, including 3,300

Catawba Indians.



John Lawson (December 28, 1700 to February 24, 1701)
Traveled 550 miles from Charleston, S.C. to Washington, N.C.

Cover of John Lawson’s Book — 1709




Buffalo “grunts like a hog”

Elk

Possum “wonder of
all land animals”

Rattlesnake

Animals
Documented
by John
Lawson In his
Journal



The Water Mill

Whitley Mill on Long Creek In Charlotte - 1820 to 1919



Fish trapping was one of the earliest commercial enterprises on the Catawba.



Cotton Along the Catawba



Catawba River &
Transportation

Flatboats along the Catawba Landsford Canal in Chester County,
S.C.




Spratt Map (1911)

Beatty Ford
Catawba Ferry

Graham Ferry
Barker’s Ferry

Allison Ferry

Henderson’s Ferry
Rozzelle’s Ferry

Mountain Island Ferry

Mount Holly Ferry

Tuckaseege Ford
Tuckaseege Ferry
Sloan’s Ferry

Walker’s Ferry

Wilson’s Ferry

Alexander Ferry



Rozzelle’s Ferry on the Catawba River

Rozzelle’s Ferry Toll Rates (2020)

Pleasure Carriage................... $5.46
Two-Horse Buggy.................. $4.37
One-Horse Buggy.................. $2.73
Four-Horse Wagon................. $5.46
Two-Horse Wagon................. $2.73
One Cart.......cccooevevveerecrnennnn, $2.18
One-Horse Wagon................. $2.18
One Man & Horse.................. $1.09
One Person on Foot............... 55 d:
Loose Horse or Mule.............. 55 C
Cow, Hog or Sheep................ 32¢
Every Animal on Foot............. 73C

For Exhibitions









Battle at Rozzelle’s Ferry

April 18, 1865




Rozzelle’s Ferry Bridge - 1910
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The Cotton Mill

After the Civil War, the
Catawba River Valley grew
tremendously as it developed its
textile manufacturing industry.

Mountain Island Mill, first mill in Gaston County, 1916

Most mill workers lived in
homes provided by the company
In close proximity to the mill in
what came to be called the Mill

Village.

Loray Mill & Mill Village, Gaston County, 1919



13 dams were built on Wﬁaé%b@im%iﬁ% é\&iﬁ?ﬁ&..Whose Idea Was



642 million gallons of water a day is
withdrawn from the Catawba River for
drinking, industrial, power generation and
agriculture. This Is enough water to fill
Panther Stadium 2.5 times.
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