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estled along the banks of the 
Catawba River in Chester County, 
South Carolina, lies the small 
town of Great Falls. The tranquil 
water landscape lends itself to 
hawks circling overhead while 

bass and catfish swim below. This historic 
community is on the verge of a renaissance 
thanks to several large outdoor recreation 
projects. 

The Great Falls Rail Trail is set to open 
along the river in the spring of 2023 and will 
connect to the existing 1.6-mile Rocky Creek 
Trail as part of the Carolina Thread Trail 
network. According to Thread Trail Director 
Bret Baronak, the 3.5-mile crushed gravel trail 
that was formerly a CSX railbed will begin in 
downtown Great Falls and wind gently toward 
the Nitrolee Access Area to the north. 

“The trail will offer wonderful views of 
the Catawba River and protected conservation 
lands, as well as rock outcroppings and Fishing 
Creek Dam,” Baronak said. 

In the summer of 2021, the Catawba 
Lands Conservancy helped the town close on 
a $190,000 land deal for the new trail. The 
Thread Trail contributed $100,000, while 
Chester County provided $75,000 and Great 
Falls the additional $15,000. Trail construction 
funds will come from a $100,000 grant from 
the South Carolina Parks, Recreation and 
Tourism (SCPRT)’s Recreation Trails Program, 
as well as a grant from Great Falls and the 
Thread Trail of $25,000. 

A park of dreams 
The Great Falls Rail Trail will also create 

biking and pedestrian access to a future state 
park on Dearborn Island, which should open by 
2024. 

The island has long been home to the 
Mount Dearborn Armory and Arsenal, a military 
facility built in 1803 under President Thomas 
Jefferson’s orders. President George Washington 
initially selected the location to be one of 

N
America’s three arsenal-armories tasked with 
storing ammunition and making weapons 
for the South. In the early 1800s, most of its 
troops transitioned south to defend Charleston, 
and the position was officially abandoned 
by 1825. Now this area will transform into 
a historic interpretation site for hikers and 
campers to enjoy.   

The timing for the project is ideal as in 2021 
South Carolina state park revenue increased 
47 percent over the previous fiscal year and 
COVID-19 also brought more people to Chester 
County for outdoor recreation. 

“Ever since COVID-19 hit, we immediately 
saw an influx of people from Columbia and 
Charlotte walking the Rocky Creek Trail,” Chester 

Outdoor recreation to revitalize town of Great Falls 
Great Falls Rail Trail
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“Elevations are dramatic on the island, so 
there will be everything from easy walking 
trails to difficult trails,” said Glinda Coleman, 
Great Falls Home Town Association Executive 
Director. “There will be three observation areas, 
two where you’ll see the whitewater areas. 
There will also be a yurt village for campers on 
the south side of Dearborn Island.” 

Dearborn Island State Park is being 
financed by Duke Energy as part of its 2015 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
relicensing agreement for the Catawba-
Wateree Project. The license requires the 
power company to enhance the water quality, 
recreation opportunities, land conservation and 
wildlife habitats of the areas where it operates. 

It also will build a pedestrian bridge to the 
island from the Lower Great Falls canoe and 
kayak launch and develop a trail to the bridge. 
Moreover, it has committed to forming trails 
through the island’s mature forests and past its 
enormous rock formations. 

County Commissioner Mike Vaughn said. “Folks 
are looking for outdoor recreation where they’re 
able to be in the fresh air. Nature-based tourism 
has boomed across the board. We’re opening up 
a previously inaccessible area that’s gorgeous.” 

Get ready for whitewater 
To add to the excitement, Duke Energy is 

introducing water flows on previously dammed 
stretches of river to recreate the stunning 
rapids that gave the town its name. This will 
offer an opportunity for outdoor enthusiasts 
to kayak and whitewater raft. S2O Design, 
the company that envisioned Charlotte’s 
U.S. National Whitewater Center, and HDR 
Engineering will create two bypass channels for 
public access.  

The long bypass will run roughly 1.5 miles 
and contain Class II and III rapids. The shorter, 
three-quarter-mile bypass farther south will 
boast quicker-moving Class III and IV rapids for 
advanced paddlers. The re-engineered dams to 

New access area for flatwater and whitewater kayaking and the new Dearborn State Park.
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LETTER FROM THE 
CLC BOARD CHAIR

Who would have thought three years ago that we would have suffered 
through two years of pandemic by now? Everyone’s life has been turned upside 
down for a while, but some things remain the same.  Just like 31 years ago 
when CLC was founded, our mission to conserve land and connect lives to 
nature remains the same. In fact, the pandemic highlighted the health benefits, 
both mental and physical, of nearby green spaces for recreation and respite.

CLC passed its 30th birthday and our mission is more important than 
ever. We will never be without the need for clean air and water. We will never 
replace the calming effects of a walk in the woods. We will never fail to appreci-
ate a magnolia in full flower or the bright plumage of a cardinal.
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provide controlled flow on the rapids are under 
construction and should be flowing by the 
spring of 2023. A canoe and kayak launch at 
Nitrolee Access Area will serve as the primary 
location for reaching Great Falls Reservoir and 
the bypass channels. 

Additionally, Duke Energy will construct 
the Nitrolee Interpretive Center on the ruins 
of a nearby nitrogen-processing plant from the 
early 1900s that was known as the Nitrolee 
facility. 

“These projects together will make Great 
Falls a nature-based tourism magnet for the 
Southeast,” Vaughn said. “Because of the 
level of difficulty of the whitewater runs, the 
whitewater community will begin coming to 
the area. We're opening up sections of the river 
that have been closed for 100-plus years. These 
are wild and scenic places that will be a draw 
for their difficulty and won't cost people a dime 
to experience.” 

From textiles to tourism
More than a century ago, Great Falls was 

founded by J.B. Duke, who built hydroelectric 
power plants along the Catawba River and 
developed three Republic Cotton Mills. When 
the textile mills left in the 1980s, the town 
became economically depressed. Two decades 
ago, Coleman began dreaming up ways to make 
her home prosperous and vital once more.  

“My organization started a nature-based 
tourism initiative over 20 years ago,” she said. 
“Part of that from the very beginning was 
to turn an old railbed into a trail. The whole 
idea was to use this type of ecotourism as 
an economic engine to revitalize Great Falls. 
The idea for whitewater opportunities came 
about later as the Duke relicensing agreement 
was coming into focus. Duke has to provide 
recreation opportunities to help communities 
as part of it, so we found a way we could 
enhance the river.” 

In the heyday of textiles, workers could 
visit the Republic Mills Company Store to 
buy sugar, coffee, blankets and anything else 
they might need. Soon, after a $2.6 million 
renovation project, the space will become 
the Great Falls Whitewater, Trails and State 
Park Visitors Center thanks to a 2020 Chester 
County capital projects bond referendum. The 
visitors center will pay homage to the textile 
industry and have a feel of its former glory. 

“We’re confident once the whitewater 
area opens up, people will come,” Smith 
said. “It’s not a recreation opportunity that’s 
available anywhere else for about 100 miles 
or so. Our challenge as a town is to make it 
an enjoyable place to spend time and money, 
to make it a destination. We’ve already 
had developers interested in opening new 
restaurants in the area.” 

Revitalized economic interest in the 
community is beginning to unfold, added 
Vaughn. 

“We’ve already seen a lot of interest 
in the real estate on Main Street in Great 
Falls with people buying properties for use 
in the future,” he said. “We plan for real 
estate in Great Falls to boom because of the 
quality-of-life factor. It will be a place young 
people want to come raise their families. 
And because of the conservation of land in 
this area due to the Katawba Valley Land 
Trust, the scenic environment is not going to 
change.”  

Coleman said those who visit Great Falls 
relish its natural beauty and quaint, small-
town feel. 

“Our whole goal is to hang onto that, so 
visitors will love Great Falls as much as the 
people who live here,” she said. “The rail trail 
is going to be essential for making everything 
connect to Great Falls.” 

continued from Cover

All these things are a part of our mis-
sion. With or without COVID, we have a 
need for natural spaces, for the beauty of 
nature and for a reminder of our heritage. 
We also want to retain our wonderful 
quality of life. Because of the dramatic 
and successful growth of our region, we 
are pressed to preserve as much land 
as possible so that the very thing that 
attracts people to our region is not lost. 

Thank you for the important part that 
you play to help us on this great journey.
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LETTER FROM THE 
CTT BOARD CHAIR

We have big plans! The Carolina Thread Trail Board and staff are in 
Year One of a five-year plan to add 200 miles of trails to the 400 already 
in place. During that time, we’ll also place 5,500 new signs on the trails 
to help with wayfinding and branding this distinctive network of trails 
that weave throughout our region. The success of our capital campaign, 
with $11.1 million committed to date, and an extension of our original 
goal of $10 million to $13 million, has made these plans possible.

One of CTT’s original goals was to connect the people, communities 
and exciting places of our region. As we began, it was difficult to see 
that happening. Now we have trails that connect communities, such as 
Cramerton and McAdenville or Cornelius and Davidson, and we have 
trails to fun places like Freedom Park, Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden and 
Kings Mountain. 

And we also have trails that now cover significant distances. For 
instance, the Little Sugar Creek Greenway will, within a few months, 
span 22 miles and connect Pineville, 
Starmount, South End, Uptown 
Charlotte, Wesley Heights, Lakeview 
and other points along the way.

Working with our 88 municipal 
partners in 15 counties, we are 
connecting people to nature, to places of 
interest and to each other. 

When complete, our 1,600-mile 
network of trails will be the second 
largest in the country and one of the 
things for which our region is known. 
Can’t wait!
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GOVERNING BOARD

WELCOME NEW STAFF

WELCOME NEW CLC BOARD MEMBER!
JANET HANSON, Diversity and Inclusion Leader, Deloitte Consulting

Becca Cohler 
Trail and Volunteer Manager 

Brittnay Brown   
Land Conservation and Trail Projects Coordinator

Becca previously managed the trails at Anne Springs Close 
Greenway and brings a wealth of knowledge from that experience 

over to the Thread Trail. She is already diving into managing 
volunteers and improving trails for both organizations.

Previously having served as the Executive Director at Nations Ford 
Land Trust, Brittnay knows all the ins and outs of conservation and 
trails. She is currently spearheading the Thread Trail's sign initiative 

which will rebrand all trails with fresh and consistent signage.
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GAINING GROUND
New conservation projects are laying the groundwork for critical projects  

to protect water and connect communities

Spears Conservation Easement

Turtle Haven Conservation Easement

Cross-State Trail Connection

Great Falls Technical Assistance 
Great Falls, S.C.

The Conservancy team assisted the Town of Great Falls in closing 
on a property that was previously used by CSX as a rail corridor. This 
property will allow for a 3.5-mile rail trail project that will be part of the 
Carolina Thread Trail and will provide bicycle and pedestrian access to the 
future Dearborn Island State Park. The corridor is surrounded by conserved 
properties that are permanently protected by our partner, Katawba Valley 
Land Trust.

The Town of Great Falls received a South Carolina Recreational Trails 
Program grant for $100,000, plus an additional $25,000 from other funding 
sources, including the Thread Trail, for the first phase of trail construction. 
This will include basic repairs to the corridor so the public can safely access 
the trail and will be followed with additional trail enhancements over time.

In addition, the Thread Trail awarded the Town of Great Falls an 
implementation grant to study how to connect the existing 1.5-mile Rocky 
Creek Trail with this new rail trail. When that connection is made, residents 
and visitors will have 5 miles of connected trail to explore. Catawba River near Great Falls, S.C.

Spears Conservation Easement,  
Charlotte, N.C.

More than 19 acres of forest off West 
Sugar Creek Road in Charlotte will be protected 
from development, thanks to a partnership 
between the Catawba Lands Conservancy and 
the City of Charlotte’s Tree Canopy Protection 
Program (TCPP). The City recently donated 
a conservation easement on the property to 
the Conservancy, ensuring that the property 
will remain undeveloped in perpetuity. This 
large tract of forestland is located in a part of 
Charlotte with low tree canopy. The property 
will support air quality, wildlife habitat and 
water quality in the Mallard Creek watershed 
and surrounding areas.

Turtle Haven Conservation Easement 
Waxhaw, N.C.

A serene piece of property along Waxhaw 
Creek in Mecklenburg County will now remain a 
haven for native wildlife, thanks to the foresight 
of owners Mary Ann and Terry Gaddy, who placed 
the land under a conservation easement with 
the Conservancy. The Gaddys, who have lived in 
the area for 42 years, previously purchased the 
property from a developer who had planned to 
build houses on the site up until Hurricane Hugo. 
During their 20 years of owning the property, the 
Gaddys felt a strong connection to the land and 
wished to keep the property in its natural state. 
When pressure arose in 2020 to clear-cut the 
parcel, they decided the time was right to work 
with the Conservancy to protect it.

Cross-State Trail Connection 
Lancaster County, S.C.

Earlier this year, the Conservancy 
closed on two acres of land in Lancaster, 
which will play an important role in 
facilitating a cross-state trail connection. 
The small but critical piece of property 
will provide access for 1.25 miles of future 
Carolina Thread Trail, connecting Lancaster 
to the Cross-Charlotte Trail, Anne Springs 
Close Greenway and Fort Mill. Ultimately, 
this trail corridor will provide over 30 miles 
of connected trail for Carolinians to enjoy!
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this parking lot honors the memory of Bishop 
Franklin Lowery, whose compassionate 
service to his fellow man helped many people 
in Lincoln County and beyond.” Take a trip 
out to Forney Creek and see it for yourself!

n December, the Carolina 
Thread Trail officially launched 
a $13 million dollar fundraising 
campaign to build the next 
nearly 200 miles of trail. Over 
$11.1 million has already been 

raised towards that goal. A $1 million lead gift 
from the David Belk Cannon Foundation and 
significant contributions from Bank of America, 
the Charlotte Mecklenburg Community 
Foundation, Spangler Foundation, Duke Energy 
and Wells Fargo, plus many others, led to early 
success.

The campaign will help fund an additional 
191 miles of Thread Trail, which has raised 
$11.1 million to date, achieving at least five 
miles of contiguous trail in each of its 15 
counties within the next five years. These miles 
will produce outsized returns by closing system 
gaps and improving access. 

I
Lat W. Purser III, Thread Trail Governing 

Board Chair and Capital Campaign Co-Chair, 
notes, “Greenways are wildly popular, and 
communities can’t seem to get them opened 
fast enough. The pandemic accelerated this 
shift, as so many of us turned to nature and 
outdoor recreation as one of the few safe 
activities remaining for us. On some of our 
trails we’ve seen usage increasing as much as 
200 percent.”

The David Belk Cannon Foundation gift 
of $1 million to the campaign will be used to 
develop the South Fork Corridor of the Thread 
Trail in Gaston County. Foundation President 
Gene R. Matthews II said, “this will be a huge 
win for all of us. We see it as a great way for 
people to get outside, create a positive buzz for 
the county, increase connectivity among Gaston 
County communities, and even be an economic 
driver.”

The Thread Trail works in partnership 
with 15 counties and 88 municipalities. “In 
fact, our private dollars are matched at a rate 
of as much as 20-to-1 by dollars committed by 
local governments. Having private investment 
catalyzes trail projects, helping get trail and 
greenway projects completed more quickly,"  
said Executive Director Bart Landess. 

“The Carolina Thread Trail is a gift to 
our children and grandchildren,” said Capital 
Campaign Co-Chair Tim Belk. “Ensuring that 
everyone who lives here can have access to our 
beautiful landscapes and waterways is crucial 
to making sure the Charlotte area remains a 
great place to live, for generations to come.”

CAPITAL CAMPAIGN LAUNCH
Nearly 200 miles of trail to be funded by campaign

PRESCRIBED FIRE BENEFITS  
BUFFALO CREEK PRESERVE

Weather conditions aligned to give the 
Conservancy the opportunity to perform a 
prescribed burn at Buffalo Creek Preserve 
in February. The parcel that was burned is a 
previously farmed field that the Conservancy 
is working to restore to a native grassland to 
provide habitat for pollinators and ground-
nesting birds. The burn was part of the 
Conservancy’s larger Catawba Grasslands 
Project, which is an initiative to manage and 
revive grasslands on nine properties across our 
footprint.

NEW PARKING LOT  
AT FORNEY CREEK TRAIL

If you have recently visited Forney Creek 
Trail in Denver, N.C., you may have noticed the 
brand-new parking facilities, which increase 
accessibility for the trailhead. We were able 
to construct the new parking lot thanks to the 
support of several generous donors. Delane Clark, 
Lincoln County resident and longtime supporter 
of and volunteer with the Carolina Thread Trail 
and Catawba Lands Conservancy, said having 
the parking lot is “a great enhancement for the 
trail and an asset for the YMCA, our youth and 
the entire community. It’s also wonderful that 

FIELD NOTES

Interested in contributing?  
Visit carolinathreadtrail.org/blazingnewtrails  

to make a gift today!

TRAIL COUNTERS WILL  
GIVE DATA ON TRAIL USAGE

Ever wondered how many people use the 
Carolina Thread Trail? The Thread Trail is 
monitoring traffic by installing counters on 
10 trails, including Seven Oaks Preserve Trail, 
Lake Welchel Trail and Riverlink Greenway. The 
counters that are already in place have started 
collecting foot (and bike) traffic data, but we 
are looking forward to seeing the long-term 
trends once we have all counters installed. Stay 
tuned to our future newsletters to see how 
many fellow trail users are out exploring the 
Thread Trail alongside you!

AERIAL MONITORING OF  
CONSERVED PROPERTIES

With over 200 protected properties, 
encompassing 17,000 acres to monitor every 
year, the Conservancy’s Stewardship team 
has its hands full. The team was able to 
take advantage of a chance to do some aerial 
monitoring this winter, which allowed them to 
review the condition of several properties by 
helicopter. 



- 6 -

- GROWING -
THE THREAD TRAIL

As mentioned on the previous page, the Thread Trail is entering a new era for trail development, and the newly opened trails below 
are only the beginning. We anticipate nearly 200 miles of new trail to open in the next five years, connecting communities to nature 
in new and exciting ways!

Little Sugar Creek Greenway  
I-485 to Polk Historic Site • Mecklenburg County, N.C. • A new 1.8-mile 
greenway segment along the Little Sugar Creek corridor from I-485 to 
Polk Historic Site in Pineville

Irish Buffalo Creek Greenway Extension
Cabarrus County, N.C. • A new 2.4-mile paved greenway along Irish 
Buffalo Creek, linking Vietnam Veterans Park to Rodgers Lake Road in 
Kannapolis

Rock Hill River Park Connector
York County, S.C. •  A new 0.25-mile segment connecting River Park in 
Rock Hill to the Catawba River Trail

River Hawk Greenway  
Dutchman’s Creek Segment • Gaston County, N.C. • A paved greenway 
connection spanning 0.6 miles from CaroMont Regional Medical Center to 
River Street Park in Mount Holly

Rocky Branch Trail
Gaston County, N.C. • This 1.25-mile natural surface trail provides 
mountain bike trails and an important connection from Cramerton into 
downtown Belmont

McDowell Creek Greenway
Mecklenburg County, N.C. • 1.4-mile paved greenway through West 
Moreland Regional Park in Cornelius

Avon-Catawba Creeks Greenway Extension
Gaston County, N.C. • A 0.5-mile extension of the Avon Catawba Trail, 
linking Lineburger Park to East 2nd Ave. in Gastonia

The Vine Downtown Connector
Mecklenburg County, N.C. • Part of a growing network of greenways in 
Huntersville, the Vine adds 0.6 miles of paved greenways and boardwalks 
to the Huntersville area

NEWLY OPENED TRAILS

Rocky Branch Trail, Belmont, N.C.

The Vine Downtown Connector,  
Huntersville, N.C.Little Sugar Creek Greenway, Pineville, N.C.
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or Wayne Mitchem, farming is 
a way of life and an important 
aspect of his family’s history. He 
is part of the fifth generation to 
maintain several hundred acres of 
farmland in Lincoln County near 

Vale, a legacy that stretches back 150 years to 
the days of his great-great-grandfather. 

“I would like for this land to continue 
to be agricultural land,” he said. “I think it’s 
important we have this type of land available 
to those who want to farm in the future. There 
will be more pressure to develop land as time 
goes along, and we’re going to protect ours from 
that happening to it.” 

To that end, Wayne and his brother, Carrol, 
decided to preserve 103 acres of their farm 
through a conservation easement with Catawba 
Lands Conservancy in 2019. They are currently 
working with the Conservancy to protect 
an additional 138 acres of land about a mile 
and a half away from the first portion. These 
agricultural conservation easements are being 
funded by the U.S. and N.C. Departments of 
Agriculture. 

The initial tract was a part of old family 
farmland that is mostly pasture and used as 
grazing space for beef cattle. The second parcel 
consists primarily of open cropland for growing 
soybeans and grain. The family also grows 
blackberries, blueberries and grapes on their 
property. The blackberries are sold wholesale 
through Naturipe Farms across the country and 
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KEEPING HISTORY ALIVE
Mitchem family preserves farmland through two conservation easements

in Canada via large retailers such as Publix, 
Aldi, Food Lion, Costco and Sam’s Club. If 
they are overripe, they are sold to wineries. 
Meanwhile, the blueberries and grapes are sold 
wholesale at a farmer’s market in Asheville. 

Wayne received a bachelor's in agronomy 
and master's degree in crop science from N.C. 
State University. He currently serves as the 
Extension Associate and Southern Region Small 
Fruit Consortium Coordinator for the university 
and specializes in weed management in tree 
fruit and vine crops in North Carolina, South 
Carolina and Georgia. 

Carrol opened an American-style restaurant 
in the mid-1990s called Mitchem’s Kitchen a 
few miles from the farm. The fruit from the 
family farm often makes an appearance in tasty 
desserts. 

Wayne’s two daughters are interested 
in expanding the beef cattle herd to include 
market bulls and heifers that are registered 
Hereford cattle. 

Considering Wayne would like to keep 
the farm operational for years to come 
and eventually pass it on to his daughters, 
conservation seemed like the right choice. 

“I knew Catawba Lands Conservancy had 
done that kind of work, and I was familiar that 
there was money available through federal and 
state agencies for conservation,” he said. “But 
we didn’t have a good way to facilitate the 
paperwork process or understand the hoops 
you’d have to jump through". 

“It is important to our organization to 
preserve working farms and the historical 
agricultural character of our region as well as 

Brothers Wayne and Carrol Mitchem
Photo by: Nancy Pierce

the opportunities for relatively low development 
green space that these farm properties 
represent,” said Amanda Byrum, Land 
Conservation Director for the Conservancy.

“The Mitchem Farm property is an example 
of a farm operation with prime soils, including 
soils of statewide importance, enhanced by a 
current conservation plan for farm operations 
and adjacent to a park and near other conserved 
property.” 

Thanks to their partnership with the 
Conservancy, the Mitchem family can rest 
assured that its peaceful pastures will remain 
as they have looked and functioned for well 
over a century.

"WE KNEW THE CONSERVANCY HAD 

DONE THIS WORK IN OUR COUNTY, 

AND SO WE GAVE THEM A CALL TO 

TALK TO THEM ABOUT IT. AND THE 

PARTNERSHIP HAS WORKED.”
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One of our accomplishments of 2021 was being able to safely bring 
back in-person special events. After hosting our annual Trail Forum 
virtually in 2020, we were thrilled to be back in person at the Charles 
Mack Citizen Center in Mooresville last December. The approximately 
200 attendees who joined us at the event were able to expand their 
knowledge of trails through 11 educational sessions, including a lunch 
keynote by renowned urban planner Mitchell Silver, FAICP. Silver is a 
Principal and Vice President of Urban Planning at McAdams but has 
previously served as Commissioner for New York City’s Parks Department 
and was the City of Raleigh’s Planning Director for many years.

Attendees were rapt as Silver shared his perspective on outdoor 
recreation and what he sees as the future of open space, parks and trails. 
He spoke about racial equity in the outdoors and broke it down to the 
concept of fairness. Are we in the outdoor recreation industry providing 
fair access and opportunity for all people? How can we do better?

In addition to the educational sessions and keynote, Trail Forum 
is renowned as an opportunity for professionals in the trails and parks 
space to network with peers. It helps serve the Thread Trail’s true 
purpose: connecting people and communities.

TRAIL FORUM HIGHLIGHTS

SAXBY CHAPLIN 
VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR: 
LARRY HUMBERT

The Conservancy and Thread Trail were proud to honor Larry 
Humbert as our 2021 Saxby Chaplin Volunteer of the Year!

The past two years have been challenging in terms of volunteer 
efforts, specifically the decision as to whether we should provide 
opportunities for folks to gather during the pandemic. At the beginning 
of 2020, we asked our Trail Masters whether they would be willing to 
take on projects solo. As we know, volunteering isn’t just about giving 
back to your community, but also about socializing with like-minded 
people. The pandemic significantly limited that social aspect, but 
nevertheless several Trail Masters stepped up to the plate and adopted 
a handful of trails. They worked countless hours, often alone, to clear 
flood debris, remove fallen trees, repair damaged bridges and even 
bench cut trail reroutes.  

Larry was one of those who stepped up. Over the past year, he 
stood out as the Trail Master who donated the most time to our trails. 
For Larry, serving his community comes as second nature. Before 
relocating to North Carolina, he led several not-for-profit organizations 
in Indiana, advocating for maternal, child and infant health. After 
arriving in N.C., he switched his focus to his passion for the outdoors 
and trail management. He joined us as a Trail Master, assisting Tarheel 
Trailblazers and supporting multiple projects in the Linville Gorge 
Wilderness. He took it upon himself to “adopt” the South Fork Trail 
in McAdenville. He has gifted countless hours of labor on this trail 
and assisted efforts on a variety of other trails throughout the Thread 
Trail footprint. He has made a major difference to the communities he 
serves. 

Thank you, Larry for your time, energy and continued support of 
the Thread Trail and Conservancy!

South Fork Trail

Thank you to everyone who donated during our annual 
#GivingTuesday campaign. Because of generous support from 
our donors, we were able to exceed our matches for both the 
Conservancy and Thread Trail! 

We are especially grateful to Bragg Financial Advisors 
and an anonymous donor who matched the gifts made on 
#GivingTuesday. In total we were able to raise over $75,000 
for the Conservancy and $27,000 for the Thread Trail!

GIVING TUESDAY

THANK YOU TO THE SPONSORS WHO HELPED 
MAKE OUR 2021 PUBLIC PROGRAMS A REALITY!

Public programs 
sponsored by

Paddle programs 
sponsored by 

by 

FRIEND

SNACKPRESENTING

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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BIKE ORGANIZATIONS 
WORTH CHECKING OUT

Tarheel Trailblazers
Trips for Kids/ 

Charlotte Recyclery
Charlotte Joyrides

Bikin’ Dads Adventures

GET THE MOST OUT OF BIKE MONTH 
OrthoCarolina offers tips for cyclists of all experience levels

very May, the League of 
American Cyclists recognizes 
National Bike Month, and since 
we at the Thread Trail are such 
huge supporters of cycling, 
we reached out to our partner 

OrthoCarolina to help put together a toolkit 
of tips on how to get started biking, where to 
ride and what you can expect of your body 
during your cycling activities.

Getting Started
The most important step before 

performing any physical activity is to 
make sure you have the right equipment to 
support your efforts. OrthoCarolina’s experts 
recommend finding a good bike shop and 
getting fitted for a bicycle. Just like finding the 
right pair of running shoes, having a bike that 
is fitted to you can make all the difference in 
the world. Plus, finding a local shop where you 
can get to know the staff can help you connect 
with the cycling community in your area!

Where to Ride
The Thread Trail has over 350 miles of 

trails open to the public, any of which are 
accessible by bicycle. If you are looking for 

E

a trail specifically geared towards mountain 
biking or trail riding, we recommend Rocky 
Branch Trail in Belmont, N.C., Lake Welchel 
Trail in Gaffney, S.C., or the Falcon Trail in 
Misenheimer and Richfield, N.C.. Or if you want 
a smoother ride on a paved greenway, check out 
Piedmont Medical Center Trail in Rock Hill, S.C., 
or RiverHawk Greenway – Catawba Riverfront 
Greenway in Mount Holly, N.C.  
You can find info about all of our trails at 
carolinathreadtrailmap.org.

Your Body When Cycling
We all know that cycling is not only a 

great way to experience nature, but also one of 
the best ways to stay fit. In fact, according to 

OrthoCarolina, it only takes 10 minutes to start 
seeing the physical effects of biking. You will 
feel your muscles loosen up as they begin to 
activate and your blood starts pumping. Within 
20 to 45 minutes your body begins to reduce 
stress hormones and pump out endorphins and 
serotonin, which help boost mood and support 
good mental health. Know that while you can 
push yourself through tougher rides, even a 
short ride of 20 minutes a day can reduce your 
risk of heart disease by half! 

Whether biking to work, as a workout 
or just for pure enjoyment, we hope National 
Bike Month helps you experience the outdoors, 
however you choose to roll.



- 10 -

More spaces to safely access and enjoy nature will soon be  
on the way, thanks to the Carolina Thread Trail. The Governing Board 
of the Thread Trail recently approved distribution of $755,500 in 
grant funding for expanding and advancing public trails across the 
Thread Trail’s 15-county footprint.

The Thread Trail’s Implementation Grant Program  
provides funding to communities and nonprofit organizations to 

support projects in trail construction, design, land acquisition 
and corridor planning. Over the past 11 years, the Thread Trail 
has awarded nearly $8 million in catalytic grants to communities. 
Currently, 350 miles of greenways and trails, as well as 170 miles of 
blueways, are open to the public within the Thread Trail system.

 

CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL
2021 GRANTS TO THE COMMUNITY

BELMONT, N.C.
$30,000 To help with land 
acquisition for the construction 
of Abbey Creek Greenway, which 
runs parallel to Wilkinson Blvd., 
and will connect to Loftin Park 
on the Catawba River.

BESSEMER CITY, N.C. 
$15,000 To conduct a trail 
corridor study to determine 
the best alignment for a trail 
extension at the South-Ridge 
Parkway Industrial Park that will 
serve residents and employees, 
and approach the western side 
of Gastonia with an eventual 
connection underneath I-85. 

CATAWBA 
LANDS CONSERVANCY  
$5,000 To assist in the 
construction of the Catawba 
Creek Greenway extension within 
the City of Gastonia, extending 
the Avon-Catawba Greenway by 
½ mile, resulting in a total length 
of nearly three miles.

CONCORD, N.C.  
$30,000 To design an extension 
of Irish Buffalo Creek Greenway, 
connecting Caldwell Park to 
Lincoln Street and Melrose Drive.

CRAMERTON, N.C.
$86,000 To improve the Rocky 
Branch Trail at Stuart Cramer 
High School, which provides a 
critical trail connection between 
Cramerton and Belmont.

GREAT FALLS, S.C.
$30,000 To design the 3.5-
mile Great Falls Rail Trail along 
the Catawba River, which will 
provide important pedestrian 
and bicycle access to the future 
Dearborn Island State Park and its 
recreational opportunities. 

IREDELL COUNTY, N.C.
$30,000 To design a 1.4-mile 
extension of Fourth Creek 
Greenway, between Big Leaf 
Slopes Park and Greenbriar Road, 
where it will connect to the 
future extension of the Broad 
Street segment of the Statesville 
Greenway, resulting in 7 miles of 
continuous trail.

KINGS MOUNTAIN, N.C.
$30,000 To conduct a design and 
feasibility study that explores 
future segments and connections 
of the Kings Mountain Gateway 
Trail between the Town of Kings 
Mountain and Crowders Mountain 
State Park.

LOWELL, N.C. 
$8,000 To fund the design of a 
future extension of the South Fork 
Trail, which facilitates an eventual 
connection to Poston Park.

MARSHVILLE, N.C. 
$14,500 To fund construction of 
the Town of Marshville Connector 
trail. Funding will improve the 
trail within the Municipal Park, 
improve crosswalks and expand 
the trail by connecting to nearby 
neighborhoods.

MOUNT PLEASANT, N.C. 
$47,000 To expand the existing 
parking lot at Buffalo Creek 
Preserve, increasing access to  
the preserve and the existing 
Thread Trail.

ROCK HILL, S.C. 
$30,000 To design a 0.2-mile 
extension of the Jack White Trail 
along Dave Lyle Blvd., which 
facilitates a connection of the 
Manchester Creek trail corridor 
from the Catawba River to 
downtown Rock Hill.

SHELBY, N.C. 
$200,000 To construct a 
0.8-mile segment of rail trail 
that will connect an existing 
Thread Trail to Uptown Shelby. 
This is the first phase of an 
eventual 11-mile rail trail 
connection from Shelby to the 
S.C. state line.

SPENCER, N.C. 
$50,000 To construct the 
Yadkin River Park Trailhead 
and Greenway Connector, a 
first step toward providing a 
connection between Spencer 
and Salisbury, and later across 
the Wil-Cox Bridge to Davidson 
County.

STANLY, N.C. 
$100,000 To construct the 
2.8-mile Tom Webb segment of 
the Falcon Trail, extending the 
existing trail from Richfield 
Park.

WAXHAW, N.C. 
$50,000 To fund construction 
of the Waxhaw 12 Mile Creek 
Greenway, formerly a private 
trail that will be improved and 
made accessible to the public. 
The trail will expand the 12 
Mile Creek Greenway, which 
crosses the N.C.-S.C. state line.

CATAWBA LANDS CONSERVANCY & CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL

2021 GRANTS RECEIVED

Carolina Thread Trail awards $755,500 for trail projects to 16 partners

The grant award amount, community information and the use of 
the grants follow:

Photo by: Nancy PierceGOVERNMENT GRANTS
•	 Environmental Enhancement Grant from the 

N.C. Department of Justice - $50,000 for 
Forney Creek restoration

•	 N.C. Land and Water Fund - $150,000 for 
Forney Creek restoration

•	 UNC Charlotte Levine Scholars - $1,228 for 
improvements to Pharr Family Preserve 
Launch 

•	 City of Charlotte - $12,200 towards Spears 
Conservation Easement

 FOUNDATION GIFTS
•	 Gaston Community Foundation - $15,000 for 

Spencer Mountain Launch rebuild
•	 Duke Energy - $28,500 for grasslands initiative 
•	 Duke Energy Habitat Enhancement Program 

- $13,500 for invasive control at Seven Oaks 
Preserve and Goat Island Preserve

•	 US Fish and Wildlife - $14,000 for endangered 
species restoration at Buffalo Creek Preserve

•	 Catawba Wateree Water Management Group - 
$20,000 for Forney Creek land acquisition

•	 Friendship Fund Foundation - $5,000 for South 
Fork Trail ongoing maintenance  
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CATAWBA LANDS CONSERVANCY

FINANCIAL REPORT
In 2021, Catawba Lands Conservancy acquired approximately 67 acres in donated 
conservation easements and approximately 178 acres in donated land.  Catwaba Lands 
Conservancy also acquired by purchase two residential lots in order to facilitate trail 
connections. 

Note: The three-year revenue and expense report is both restricted and unrestricted revenue.  
In the prior Annual Reports, we showed a chart with only operating revenue and expenses.  
We feel this is a better representation of the activity at Catawba Lands Conservancy.

OPERATING BUDGET SUMMARY 2020-2021 GENERAL FUND

2020 2021

Donors $1,412,445  $1,840,687 

Corp. Partners  $370,791  $115,785 

Foundations and Government  $259,645  $233,608 

Government Grants  $1,989,146  $44,450 

Land and Easement Donations  $4,742,066  $4,669,300 

Program and Other Revenue  $1,511,969  $1,308,503 

Total Revenue  $10,286,062  $8,212,333 

Compensation  $1,216,768 $1,397,176 

Office and Administrative $104,440 $490,463 

Outreach and Development $109,562 $190,097 

Operations  $77,098  $125,005 

Conservation Easements $ 1,521,500  $579,050 

Total Expenses  $3,029,368  $2,781,791 

Operating Net  $7,256,694 $ 5,430,542 
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2021 CATAWBA LANDS CONSERVANCY AND CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL DONORS

Philip and Amy Blumenthal*
Phillips and Leslie Bragg*
Ann and Ric Browning*
Jarred and Emily Cochran*
Ralph and Nancy Falls*

$25,000+
Anonymous
Bernie and Teri Ackerman
Bill and Sharon Allen*
Sarah and Tim Belk
Carol and Bill Carstarphen
Walter and Delane Clark
Paul and Holly Freestone
Meera Jagannathan
John McGill
Ken and Betsy Samuelson
Parker and Stephen Shuford
Mr. and Mrs. D. Harding Stowe
Pam and Andy Warlick

$10,000+
Len and Kelle Botkin
Greg and Mary Lou Cagle*
Craig and Tiffany Craze
Nancy and Ralph Falls*
Karen Fox
Libby Griffin and Lee Chambers*
Deidre and Clay Grubb
George and Susie Henry
Jim and Becky Hovis*
Eugene and Vickie Johnson
Kelly Katterhagen and Larry Nabatoff
Bart and Fran Landess
Greg and Barbara Lewis
Jud and Deborah Little*
Jamie and Hunter McLawhorn
Ed and Rita Neill
Anna and Tom Nelson*
Steven T. Parker
Greg and Jill Parsons
Katie and Steven Scruggs*
Ruth Shaw*
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Shovelin
Bonnie Stafford
Charlton Torrence, III*
Rita and Bill Vandiver*
Edward Weisiger, Jr. and Betsy Fleming

$5,000+
Katie and Blair Boggs
Alice and Benton Bragg*
Catherine and John Bragg*
Kathy and Frank Bragg*
Phillips and Leslie Bragg*
Ann and Ric Browning*
Nathan Clark
Anne and Peter Gilchrist*
Larry and Jeanette Heath
Leslie Johnson
Jeff and Mimi Kane
Lynn and Leroy Lail
Julie and Howard Levine*
Don and Jill Olmstead*
Laura Stanley-Duffy and Don Duffy

$2,500+
Herbert and Diane Althouse*
Carroll and May Barger
Chris Bolling
Kathryn V. Clancy*
Bill and Veronica Clark*
Dan Clodfelter and Elizabeth Bevan*
Jarred Cochran*
Hal and Cynthia Curry*
Sally and Michael Daley*
Alice and Kevin Davis
Ben DeBow and Danielle Gerdes DeBow
Rick and Vikki DeSoto
Becky and Forrest Ferrell
Walter and Michele Fisher*

Our donors’ generous support each year enables us to pursue our mission of saving land and connecting lives to nature. This list reflects 
combined gifts to both organizations that were made during the 2021 calendar year.

Donors who make a five-year commitment to CLC annual fund are recognized as members of the Magnolia Society, named for the 
rare Bigleaf Magnolia, a majestic tree protected on Conservancy land. We gratefully acknowledge donors who are helping secure the 
long-term sustainability of our region.

Walter and Michele Fisher*
Andy and Claudia Heath* 
Kathryn Heath and Tom Webb*
Jim and Becky Hovis*
Kelly Katterhagen and Larry Nabatoff

Jud and Deborah Little*
Jonathan and Marianne Mangels*
Julianne and Tim McCollum
Bob and Sally Miller
Bill and Katharina Mumford

Amy and Tom Okel*
Richard Osborne*
Tim and Nancy Paschall
Kathy and Lat Purser*
Scott Pyle and Eileen Friars*

Leonard Fumi and Lucy Quintilliano
Tom and Sherard Anne Gates*
Travis and Lise Hain*
Hooper Hardison and Lucy Anda
Dehler Hart
Andy and Claudia Heath*
Laurie Helms*
Phil and Susan Kuttner*
Ian Langley
Tommy and Katie Lee*
John and Michelle Mader
Jonathan and Marianne Mangels* 
Kerri Mast
Jane and Hugh McColl*
Julianne and Tim McCollum
Ken and Jean McCoy
Larry and Audrey Mellichamp*
Dick Metzler*
Bill and Katharina Mumford
Ron and Amy Nason*
Lisa and Mike North*
Amy and Tom Okel*
Richard J. Osborne*
Bailey and Mildred Patrick
Joyce Poe
Adam Purser
Lat W. and Kathy Purser*
Scott Pyle and Eileen Friars
Alex and Sharon Rankin
Michael Ranson
Lynn and Rosauro Rivera
Suzanne and Wilson Sadler
Bill and Mary Staton
Richard M. Stowe, Jr.
Chris Thomas
Chet and Christine Walker*
Christopher and Lauren Walker
Mary Jean White
DuBose and Frances Williamson
Mike and Prince Witt
Dr. T. Price and Mrs. Margaret 

Zimmermann

$2,000+
Shuford and Jayne Abernethy
Crandall and Erskine Bowles
Derick and Sallie Close
Marie Ann and Eugene Daniels
John and Maria Huson
Andrew and Sarah Kromer
Inta Lidz
Dr. Marie-Claire Marroum-Kardous, M.D.
Alice B. Mauney
John Pickett
Mr. Rednecheck
Joseph and Linda Roberts
Mark Stanback and Nancy Popkin

$1,000+
Brent and Jill Andersen*
William and Patricia Barnes
Bill M. and Harriet Barnhardt*
Raymond and Mary Boardman*
Dan Bodien*
Scott and Betsy Bodien*
Charles and Mary Bowman*
Robin and Bill Branstrom*
Bryan and Robin Buckler
Thomas and Katherine Bunn*
Jeffrey and Kimberle Burton
Curtis and Dudley Carlson*
Robin Cochran
Melissa Cornwell
Mark and Annemarie Couture
William Craemer, Jr.*
Jennifer DeWitt
Elyn and Mike Dortch*
Robert Dowd*
J. Porter and Vicki Durham*

Louis Eubanks*
Leila and Thomas Evans
Doug and Patricia Faris*
William and Linda Farthing*
J.C. and Elizabeth Faulkner
Elizabeth Fender
Greg and Beth Fidler
Jill and Smitty Flynn*
Alex and Patty Funderburg*
Mary Ann and Terry Gaddy*
Sarah Genay^
B. Kelly and Meredith Graves
Oscar and Heide Groomes
Carol and Watts Hamrick*
Jane Henderson and Harry Lancaster
Kate Hill
Lud and Maleia Hodges
Steve and Kathy Horvath
Martin and Page Hull*
Justin Jones
Aprill and Chuck Jones
Adam and Margaux Karagosian*
Charlotte Kidd*
William and Kathryn Kirk
Jamie and Elizabeth Kiser*
Bonnie and Eric Krempa*
Barbara Laughlin*
Eric and Betsy Little
Lucinda Lucas
Mara Malakoff
Amanda Marlow
James and Susan Massey
Tomas and Lori Mathews
Mr. and Mrs. Steve McLeod*
Barbara and Charlie McRee
Ralph and Brenda Messera
Arrington and Burch Mixon*
Jason Monastra
Kimbrel and Lewis Morris
Meg Nealon and Brad Lail
Compie and Catherine Newman
Kimberly Nofsinger
Tom and Kathleen O’Bannon
Susie and John Papadopulos
Tim and Nancy Paschall*
Randel and Emily Phillips
Kristopher Pickler
Julia and Dave Priester
Ken and Sarah Pursley
Tom and Eleanor Raispis
Lisa Richards
Ed and Carla Rose
Heidi Rotberg
Andrew Schaeffer
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Schug*
Elaine Scott and Gerald Tylman
Susanne and Jerry Sellers
Elizabeth Shea
Allen and Sarah Shifflet*
Justin Steinschriber and Kirsten Baldwin
Glenn and Deb Stewart
Stewart and Martha Tate
Lili and Chris Teigland*
Natalie Tindol and John Davis
Dr. and Mrs. Steven L. Tracy
Brent and Claire Trexler*
James and Kelly Trexler
Ret and Diane Turner
Jenny and Henry Ward*
Mr. Michael Wellman, Jr.

$750+
Chris and Andy Beloni*
William and Betsy Blue*
Robert P. Caldwell, Jr.
Keith Camburn^
Pat Ellison, II*
Henry and Anne Flint
Buddy and Cheryl Furr

Kathy Gregory
Charles and Patricia Klapheke
Soong and Hannah Lee
Brandon and Rob Mayo
Patrick and Jocelyn McLaughlin
William Noonan*
Jessica and Erik Otto^
Ann and Ed Rowell
Brenda Stevens
Charlie and Lydia Williams*

$500+
Tim Ahern and Bridgett Luther
Ellen Allinger
Melvin and Christine Andersen
Kelvin and Tammy Anderson
Ben Armstrong
Thomas and Faith Atwood
Judy and Stan August*
Amy Avery
Jay and Sylvia Bajorek*
Matthew Bank
Will and Elsie Barnhardt
Ed and Susan Barnhart
Alison and Bradford Barry
John and Anne Barry
Katherine Belk*
Eric Bilbrey
William and Maggie Blair
William and Elaine Brooks*
Gary and Elizabeth Broome*
Nancy and Al Brown
Sandra Brown
Doug and Carver Buchanan*
Susanne Cambern
Susan Carr
Jeffrey Carroll
Kevin and Ginny Casey
Robert Cashion
Milt and Carol Childress
Ken and Rush Coe
Ceasar Cone, III*
Mary I. Council*
Richard Crenshaw
Rennie Cuthbertson*
Charles and Susan Dalton
Rufus M. Dalton*
Dr. G.H. Dornblazer
Tedd Duncan
Susan and David Elkins
Rosie Elrahal
Saeed Fatenejad
Roberta Fox and Mark Ostrander
Blaine Freeman
Mike Fulkerson
Monica George
Linda Gilbert
Charles and Sylvia Gill
Sheri Gray
Jane and Gary Green
Amy Grissom*
David and Mary Hall*
Pamela and Herrick Hay
Mark Heitbrink
Larry Humbert
Jennifer Jones
Michael and Cynthia Jones*
Will and Jenny Joyner
Anderson and Florence Kane
David and Rebecca Klepser
Katy Lamoutte
Eric Lanier
Gary and Donna Lerner
Janet Levy
Jane Love
Dana Maness
Jennifer and Jack Mattox
Caroline and Palmer McArthur
Daniel and Laura McCready
Pete and Page McEachern*
William and Civil McGowan
Richard I. McHenry and Cindy Caldwell*
Jack and Pat Meckler*
Kiran Mehta

Laurie Smith*
Bill and Rita Vandiver*
Chet and Christine Walker
Henry and Jenny Ward*

Phyllis and James Miller
Rolfe and Ann Neill
Jennifer Neurohr^
Stephanie Nolan
John Northey
Trevor Otlewski
Jill Payne
Charles Peach and Pamela Pearson
Catherine S. Peterson
Mr. and Mrs. Yorke Pharr
Randy and Jeanne Poole*
Ely Portillo
Katherine B. Rankin
Haywood and Sabine Rankin*
Al and June Rhyne
Roy and Virginia Richards
Mike Riemann
Sally and Russell Robinson
Mr. Jack Robinson
Kay Roderick
Marshall Rogers
Donna Roth
Jessica and Jason Schroeder
George Slaton
Laura and Grady Smith
Robert Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Verner E. Stanley, Jr.
Claudia and Wes Sturges
Melba Tarlton and Richard Leone
Kacey Thompson
Donna Thrasher*
Gary Tolbert
Austin Trout
Jeff and Noelle Vandiver*
Peter and Vivian Vogt*
Debra and George Warren*
Cathy and Mike Weaver
John and Cam Wester
Mary Virginia White*
Mary and Richard White
Jan and Abby Wiebking
Beverly and Joel Wissing*
James Wood
David and Anja Zimmerman

$250+
David and Beth Accipiter*
Bryan Alsop^
John and Trish Anderson
Pamela Anderson
Randy Anthony
Mary Lou and Jim Babb
Allan Baucom
Sara Baysinger and Jerry Lee
Richard M. Bell
Bob and Sandra Bisanar
Dan Boone
Jan and Jim Brittain*
Bridget and Shippen Browne
Herbert Browne
Gloria Bruce
W P Brugh
Emily Buehrer
Sally H. Byrd
William and Nena Cahill*
Laura and Doug Caldwell
Amber Carney
Cheryl and David Carson
Matthew and Suzanne Churchill*
Anna Clark^
Barbara and George Climer*
Bill and Susan Coxe*
Jennifer Culver
Christopher and Elizabeth Daly
Beth and Robert Davis
Amy Diamond
Alesia DiCosola
Miriam A. Dixon
Virginia Dulaney
Diane Dumais
Alvin Ellison
Anne Essaye and Scott Lurie
H. McDonald Felder
Frank and Janet Fortner

*Donor for 10 or more consecutive years      ^ Nature Sustainers — monthly supporters
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Shirley Frank
Anna and Joe Frey
Jeannie and Robert Fuller
Sarah Genay-Fore
Rebecca Giblin
David and Sinclair Gillespie
Chris Goodson
Barry and Karen Greenblatt
Priya Gupta
John and Lisa Hairr
Dale F. Halton and Fred Wagner*
Donald and Amy Hardin
Denise Heskamp
Janet F F. Hince
Mary Grace Hollett
Damon Houghton*
Christy Howey
Barbara A. Huffman*
Bryan Huffstetler^
Emily Huling
Joseph Izzo^
Joshua James
Abigail Jennings
Katie Johnson^
Kevin Kelly
Debbie and Scot Kiggans^
James and Stephanie Kimball
Dr. and Mrs. David R. Kirlin*
Arthur Kohn and Priscilla Laula*
Addison and Jason Kon
Patricia Korn
Michael and Nancy Kucera*
Henry A. LaBrun*
Elizabeth Lassiter
Kenda Laughey
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Lawing*
Louis and Tamara Lesesne*
Frankie Lineberger
Prescott and Maria Little
Dorothy Lodge
Brian Mangum
Ed and Wendy Matthews*
David and Kate Maynard*
Andy and Donna McClure*
Bill and Bonne McCoy
James R. and Ashby McDonald
Phillip McMillan*
Mark and Posey Mealy
Harry and Virginia Miller
Tom and Jackie Mooney*
Kim Moseley
Gwynne Movius*
Al Mullen
Hannah Nanaa
Janet and Lowell Nelson
Marsha J. O’Brien
Martha and Tommy Odom
Pat and Frank O’Neill*
Gale Osborne
Elaine Pacicco
Libby Palmer
Ellen and Jim Parker
Jim and Callender Patterson*
Charles and Helene Pearson
Lee and Eric Pedersen
Carla and Eric Pence
Sonia and Adam Perillo*
Emma Perlmutter
Mary Ann Pires
Sara L. Pressly*
Michael Rankin*
Richard and Sarah Park Rankin
Mrs. Betty C. Rash
Kyle Raub^
Scott and Matti Reider*
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Rogers*
Bill and Sandy Roork
Bill Schiffli and Karen Kummer
Barbara Schreiber
Steven and Gale Schwartz
Marjorie Serralles-Russell
Jane Shoemaker
Glen and Blenda Singletary*
Robert Spencer
James and Martha Stenhouse
Frank Stroupe
Jean M. Sullivan
Matt Sutphin
Cheryl and Mark Sutton^
Charles and Leighann Swanson*
Rebecca and Ruffin Tanner
Missy Thomas
Michael and Baxter Toomey*
Chandra Torrence
David and Laura Truesdale^
Lana Truong
Susan Turner and Marti McCracken
Carter and Cathlean Utzig
Kevin and Jill Walker
Jim and Linda Wallace
Diane H. Watson
Tom Watson
David Weinrib and Elizabeth Wahls*
Lynn Weis
Allan and Joyce White
Kathy Wholey
Gary N. Wirth*
John and Kate Worm
Amy and Julian H. Wright
Anne and Fletcher Wright*

$100+
John Alday and Rebecca Fant

Betsy Alexander
Duncan Alford
Charles W. Allison, III*
Laura Allred
Ethan Altmire
Diane Arbour
Sarah and Hugh Ashcraft
Lee Atkinson
Luz Maria Aveleyra
Bill Baird
Betsy Baker
Howard Baker
Marty Baker
Robert and Kerry Bandis
Cathy Barnette
Brooks and Jane Barnhardt
Julia H. Barringer*
Seth Bernanke and Ellen Goldberg
Barbara and Mike Bernath
Bob Binner
Elizabeth Birch*
Robert Bischoff*
Barbara Blackburn
Anita and Jeb Blackwell
Sean and Mandy Bloom
Alan and Rosalie Blumenthal*
Barry Bobrow and Karen Knoble
Mike and Jeanie Bolin
Douglas Bollerman
John Bonestell
Emilie R. Booker
Victoria Bott
Darryl Boukedes
Bradna Bowers and Virginia Kern
David B. Bowling
Bill and Alice Brafford
Barbara Brank
Patty and John Brenner
Amy Brooks and Christopher Paradise
Sharon Brown
Robin Buck
David and Pat Buetow
Harrison Burton
Tommy Burton
Mark and Valerie Busch
David and Lynn Caldwell*
Vicki Caldwell
Erin Callaghan
Caleb Campbell
Debbie Cannon
Meredith Cannon
Robert Carr
Saxby and Elizabeth Chaplin
Catherine Chew and Howard Stier
Kathleen Coggins
Ron Cohler
Lawrence Coleman
Nancy Conrad*
Andrea Cook
Gwen and Charles Cook
Robert W. Cook*
Ruth Cotter
Marion Cowell
Sue Cronkite
Robert Dalley
Charles O. and Suzanna Dalton
Kevin Daly
Luther and Diane Dasher
John Michael Davis
Margaret Dean
Karen Deaton
Leonard and Tanya DeGrace
Rick and Shari Deitchman^
Ralph Dell
Katherine Denton
Alyssa Dodd
Joseph and April Dodge
Laurie and Paul Dover
Sarah Drummond
Todd Dunn
Ann Dunnam
Benjamin Duval
Missy Dyer
Pamela Dykstra
Lisa K. Eanes
Andy Edwards
Rachel Eldridge
Mary Kathryn Elkins
Ben Ellis
Debbie Enna
Ben Eubanks
Tere and Doug Ey*
Cameron Faison, Jr.
Cynthia and Brett Ferguson
Kay Fisher^
Carol Fogarty*
Bradford Frazier^
Calvin Gaddy
Paul Gagnier
Ann Gaines
Monica Gali-Badolato
James and Marilyn Gallagher
Carol Gallant
Frank Gammon
Theresa Genay^
Sarah and Frank Gentry
Justine George
Thomas and Debra George*
Paul Gettys
Robert Gill
Jean P. Gilland
Mary May Gillespie
Michael and Julianne Goodman

David Grant
Martha Griffin
Robert and Molly Griffin*
Gary and Pushpa Gross
Adam Guerino
David Guseman
James Haden
Kristin Hair
Karen Hales
John and Irina Hamrick
Bjorn and Lisa Hansen
Peggy Harrington
Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Harrison, Jr.
Drew and Sarah Harriss
Rodger and Karen Hartwig*
Lara Hawkins
Samuel H. Hay
Mr. and Mrs. John B. Haynes*
Kerry and Ann Helms
Carmen D. Henderson
David Henderson
Margaret Henderson
Paul and Betty Herbert
Margaret Herdegen
Dana and Nancy Hershey
Maureen Hlavacek
Charles and Pamela Hodge
David Hoerl
Jack and Rita Horan
Patricia Horn
Bruce Horowitz
Erma Deen Hoyle*
Frank and Colleen Huber*
Guy H. Huggins
Michael and Jodie Iagnocco*
Brian Jenkins
Edward and Leslie Jenkins
Todd Jenkins
Cheryl Johnson*
Emily Johnson^
Penelope Karagounis
Michaela Karutz^
Cheryl Kaufman
Kathleen Kelly
Walter Kelly
Nick Kendall
Joan Kilian
Hatcher and Linda Kincheloe
Gerry Kingsley
Eric Kjellberg
Patricia Klein
Kevin and Julia Kline
Martha Kniseley
Hans and Hetty Krucke
Christopher and Lynn Lakin
Ashton Lamb
Dan Lantz
Nancy Leach
Christine Li and Michael Wang
John Linster
Chris and Terry Loeb
Sheryl Long
Nancy and Tommy Lopez
Richard and Carol Luttrell
Cason Maccubbin
Ulrike Maier
Brian Malec
Robert Manross
Steve and Diane Marsfelder*
Ann Marsh*
Lydia Matthews
Philip Mattox
Sharon McCarthy
Mary McDaniel
Gary and Karen McDougal
Elizabeth and William McKee
J. Wriley and Paige McKeown
Annie Merrill
Lindsay and Mark Merritt*
Kemp A. and Cynthia Michael
Jonathan and Kim Miller*
Maria Millsaps
Dr. Babak Mokari
Michael Moore
Jeff Morgart
Joseph Morris
Mary Morrison
Jane Myers
Cynthia L. Mynatt
Gayle Nadel
Amy Neal
Sue and Jack Neerincx
Richard and Barbara Neidinger*
Jeanne M. Neumann^
Bill and Suzanne Nichols
Pauline Niilend
John and Alison Nolting
David and Kathy Oliver
Gail Olsen
John and Michelle Ong
Sally and Lane Ormand
Todd Overpeck
Ray Owens and Sally Higgins
Raymond L. Ozmore*
Ronald I. Parker
Jeff and Cindy Parsons
Philip and Mary Ruth Payne*
Sue Peck
Pam and Franklin Pendleton
Michael Peoples
Lisa and Mark Perkins
Reed and Amy Perkins
Robin Perry

Christopher Petrik
Nancy Pierce*
Jeffrey Pinnow
Lois Plowman
Rich and Woods Potts
Elaine Powell
Elizabeth Pratt
Elizabeth Prichard
Kathleen A. Pristash
Ernesto Ramos-Lopez
Lila S. Rankin
Forrest Ranson*
David L. Anderson and  

Judie R. Ratcliffe*
Michelle and Steve Reeder
Steve Regele
Kimberly Reis
Greg Richardson
Steve Riddle
Cassandra Ridenhour
Wendy Roberts
Robert Romeo
Eliot and Shirley Rosen
John and Erin Russell
Kathryn Sain
Stacie Salisbury
Fran and Wallace Saunders
Dan and Deb Scheller
Gregory Schneider
Patricia and Michael Schober*
Gary Schweizer
Steven and Anne Scott
Benjamin and Ann Seagle
Chris and Marion Sekerak
Mark Sergeant
Neal Sigmon
Karen Singleton
Bob and Caroline Sink
Skip and Mary Smart
Scott Smith
Thomas H. Smith, Jr.*
Randy Snyder
Morris and Pattie Spearman
Janice and Kurt Sposta
Harvey and Donna Spurr
Mary and Peter Stauble*
Patricia Steele^
Robert Stein*
Eric and Ellen Stenstrom
Robert Stevens
Jacob and Fay Stewart
Patricia Stichnoth
Stephen Stroupe
Bill and Teresa Sturges*
Gary and Carol Sugg
Ms. Jean M. Summerville*
Maha Swede*
Mark and Debbie Taylor
Brenneman Thompson
Frank and Harriet Thompson
Sharon and James A. Thompson
Cynthia Thomson and Michael Murphy*
Richard and Theo Thomson
Matthew Tiner
Jane and Rixey Todd*
Erik Tolsma
Scott Tornek
Bill and Marlene Trahan
Ann and Jim Truesdale
Dana and David Tuck
Matt and Kim Turner
Gregory Urban
Harald and Barbara Vaher
Barbara Vargochik
Mitchell and Kathleen Varner*
June M. Vasoll
Kate and John Vassallo
Suzie and Craig Veazey
Timothy and Cynthia Von Der Embse*
Susan Waldkirch
Clarence and Heathy Walker
Dr. Thomas D. Walsh*
Mary T. Wannamaker
Frank Warren
Reid Washam
Dr. and Mrs. John C. Watts
Marlene and Michael Way
Scott Weir
Bill and Stephanie Whitesides
Diane Willis
Reese M. Wilson
Dick and Suzy Winters
Michelle and Grafton Withers
Allison and Zachary Woelfel^
Jean Woods and Joe Hamrick
Jarrett and Mary Wyant*
David Wysocki
Laura Yaeger*
Steven Yaffe
Melinda Yelton
Janet Zick

$50+
Charlene and Hal Angel
Beth Armour*
Lamar and Brenda Ashe
David Ballenger
Hal and Carol Bankirer
Bret Baronak
Michele and Thomas Battle
Brian Bennett
Richard and Christie Benoit

Ellen Bird
Robert Blanton
Jill Blumenthal
Blake Bourne
Grier and Kim Bradford
Alfred M. Brown, Jr.
Ron and Nancy Bryant
Christopher and Amanda Buchanan*
Laura L. Burke
Bob and Wanda Burton
John and Ann Chalk
Dustin Clark
Roger Coates
Amy Connolly
George Cooper
Brian Cox
Joseph A Davant III and Elizabeth Davant
Dottie Davis
Carol Deacon
John DeKemper
Bryan Denton
Marika Deppmeyer^
Richard and Nancy Dietz
Leslie R. Dillingham
Nadine Dixon
Mathias and Linda Engelmann
Ron Foltz
Bonnie Foulds
Paul Fournier
Deborah Francis
Sandra Francis
Dennis Francum
Janet Frederick
Catherine Friedenreich and Alan Black
MaryEllen Frizzell
Dale Gentle
Joy Glenny
Anita Godwin
Ellen and Harry Goff
Gail Goforth
Kathleen and Bill Grabert
Susan Graham
John and Laura Gregory
Lynda and William Gross
Michael and Claire Gwyn
John and Christina Hanna*
Herb and Karen Harris
Barbara Hastings
Rudy Hayden^
Amie Hayes
Michelle Hepler
Nancy Higgins
Jim Hinkle
Karen Humphrey
Donna M. Hunter
Karen and John Jacob^
Nancy Jacobson
Wayne Johnston
Mark Kincaid
Benjamin and Rosemary Klein
Janice A. Koppenhaver
Judith Krahmer
Kevin Kruse
Kathryn Kuppers
Bill Kushubar
John and Ellen Lambert
Jeffrey Leagon
Sean Leary
Marlene Leone
Roger M. Lewis
Kathryn Long
James F. and Donna Love*
Catherine Loveland Vowell and Michael 

Vowell
Emily Ly
John Maas
Allison and Stuart Malter*
Walter Marcin
Chris Martin
Sterling and Mary Martin*
James and Betsy Matthews
Andrew McGuigan
Greg McKenna
Tanya McLaughlin
Deanna McRorie
Joseph Mendelsohn
Edgar M. Miller
Diana Mitchell
Albert and Sarah Mitchener
Paul and Rebecca Moffett
Michelle Morgan
Theresa Morr
Nikki Morris
Heather Neese
Mary Lou P. Norcross*
Erin Oliverio
Dennis and Susan Patterson
Leslie Patterson
Betty and Rod Peck
Bonnie Peterson
Sandy Phillips
Jared Pitt
Doug Pointon
Thomas and LeDayne Polaski*
Frank and Maria Portone
Dr. and Mrs. James A. Pressly
Dr. and Mrs. James E. Pugh
Bruce and MaryRose Randall*
Sam Reaves
Ken Riddick
Dr. and Mrs. David A. Rinehart
Robert and Liz Rittase
Mary Ann Rogers
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The Shaw Tate Group
Town of Cramerton
UNC Charlotte
Uwharrie Bank
Warco Construction

$500
Alta Planning + Design
Antea Group
Blue Blaze Brewery
Charlotte Woman’s Club
Dewberry
Facebook
McLean Homes
PermaTrak
Ronald J. and Paula P. Withrow 

Foundation
Siemens Energy, Inc.
T-Mobile
WithersRavenel

UP TO $499
Amazon Smile
Benesch
The Destination Magazine

City of Charlotte
Terry and Mary Ann Gaddy
Estate of Cecil and Willie Teeter

City of Charlotte

Anonymous
Catawba-Wateree Management Group

Anchored Soul
Barrington’s
Carolina Sporting Arms
Dogwood
Fat Cat Burgers and Bakeshop
Great Outdoor Provision Co.
Nancy Pierce Photography
On Track Yoga
Regions Bank
REI
River Rooster
Riverside Marina
Stoke
Sun Raised Foods
The Artisan’s Palate
Yellow Duck Marketing
Zinicola

LAND ACQUISITION FUND

IN-KIND

Trina Rumfelt
Martha Sanburg
Carmen and Nancy Sarno
Karen and Thomas Schmitt
Barbara Schultz
Heather Seay
Mary and Bob Setzer
Charles S. Sevcik
William and Nancy Shannon
Harold and Patricia Shapiro
Donna Shaver
Edward Smith
Robert Snyder
Meredith Somerset
Linda Sprague
Tex and Grace Squires
Richard and Nancy Stark
Lisa Stewart
Joseph and Janice Stowe
Frank and Shelley Sturges
Kay Swift
Phyllis Tarrant
John Tate
Sue B. Taylor
Victoria Taylor
F. Boyce Theis
Gail L. Thomas
Bailey Tollison
Patti Tracey and Chris Hudson
Scottie Trapp
Mollie Trosper
Michael Vaughn
Katherine and Rob Vest
Susan Volk
Ann and Dale Ward
Fan Watson and Ginny Dodd
Scott and Sherry Webb
Richard Werner
Michael and Lois West
Tina Wiggins
Christy Wilhelm
Rhesa Williams
Lawrence A. Wilson
Dr. and Mrs. James H. Woodward
Andrew and Lisa Zerkle
Lyuba Zuyeva

UP TO $49
Michael and Lee Abbott
Laura Adams
Cory Akins
Padmashree Anand
Erika Archibaud
Luther Barringer
J. Donald and Jean-Marie Bass
Jennifer Blalock
Marsha Bollinger
Leslie Borel
Steven Braswell
Mary Bruno
Amy and Dee Bumgardner
Christopher Burger
Joyce Burt
Jerry and Peggy Busby
Ashleigh Byrd
Elaine Camp
Robert Cansler
Robert Chandler
Julie Chapman
Tamara Closs
Vivian Coleman
Steve Copulsky
Robert Coscia
Susan Covington
Lauren Cranford
Kate Dailey
Mina Dale
April Davis
Kenneth and LaVerne Davis
Kris DeBerry
Christine Drain
James and Laura Duis
Jim Dywan
James Edwards
Warren and Camille English
Stacey Fano
Dawn Farley
Soencer Feldmeyer
Doug Ferguson
Denise Finck-Rothman
Denise Fox
Matthew Frazier
Ed Freinstein
Regina Friedman
Jack A. Fulbright
Nancy Furry
Phyllis Gadsden
Joann and Alfredo Galarza Vega
Jeff and Janet Ganoung
Ben Garrido
Laura George
Gloria Gibson
Jason and Emily Gibson
Brett and Nancy Gilbert
Carolanne Gilmore
Anne Graham
Dylan Green and Gina Ringelberg
William and Elaine Griffin
Krystal Hall
Loren Hamilton
Linda Hamrick
Janet and Frank Harlan
Dawn Hartman

Nathaniel W. Hatch
Lynne Heintz
Pardee Henderson
Margarita Hernandez^
Megan Hettinger
Lindsay Horne
Chang Yuan Hsu
Dody Imhoff
Barbara Jones
B.J. and Emily Jones
Andy Jones
Harry Karr
Collin Kaval
Mary Keenan
Scott Kiger
Roy Kimball
Jacqueline King
Scott Kirchner
Sian Kolozvary
Debbie Lancaster
Nancy Lane
Stephanie Lawless
Angela Lawrence
Lauren Lee
Eva Lee
Lisa Leviner
Jane and Wayne Lowe
Melissa Lundy
Marie MacFarlane
Kathleen Mack
Joe Mader
Kent Main
Dustin Martin
Bud and Debra Martin
Cyndi Martinec
Susan and Graham Mason
Robert May
Colin McCraine
Patrick McCullough
David McGinnis
Mary Margaret Meyer
David Miller
Margaret Morgan
Ted Moskalenko
Christie Mosley
Bambi Myers
David Nelson
Kelly Newsome
Elizabeth Noble
Kerry and Timothy O’Connor
Joan Oleson
Judy Osborn
Cory Paule
Ava Penley
Leslie and Paul Perlik
Sarah B. Perry
Patricia Pietersen
Amy Posner
Mary and Nathan Rantala
Sister Mary-Andrew Ray
Anne Rayfield
Stacey and Kim Raymer
Paula Reel
Wallene Reimer
Jack and Karen Rhyne
Tyler Richardson
Thomas and Joanna Roberts
Asia Roper
Kellie Ross
Stacey Rubenstein
Gary Ruppalt
Kathleen Ryan
Alecia Sansbury
Joseph Sass
Stephen Sayegh
Vic Sayegh
Martha Serenius
Isabel Shankle
Linda Sherwood
Dreama Shove
David Smith
Debora Sorensen
Susan Spalding
Nicole Spang
Dr. Lynn and Mrs. JoAnn Spees
Constance Spencer
Renee Spencer
Julie Stahl
Whit Strunk
Christopher Tapia
Mary Taylor
Mr. David Taylor
Judith Thomas
Michael Thuemmel
Tom Torkildsen
Michelle Travis
Dean Tsiolkas
Tim Turton
Nancy Udell
Van and Karen Vagianos
Denise Valentine
Michael Vinson
Kim Waggoner
Rhonda Waterhouse
Catherine Webb
Roy Weinberger
Elizabeth Willett
Janet Wilson
Brandy Winn
Donna Winston
Ashley Wittmer
Judith Wolters
Veronica Wright
John Zizzi

Bernie Ackerman, honored by Mary Ann 
Pires

David Anderson, honored by Judie 
Ratcliffe

Leigh Blalock, honored by Jennifer 
Blalock

Phillips Bragg, honored by Kim and Grier 
Bradford

Saxby Chaplin, honored by Ann Gaines
Anna Daly, honored by Kevin Daly
Anne Davidson, honored by Janice 

Koppenhaver
Dave Edwards, honored by Ernesto 

Ramos-Lopez
Kathryn Heath and Tom Webb, honored 

by Betty Chafin Rash
Andy Kane, honored by Crandall and 

Erskine Bowles, and Sally and 
Michael Daley

Johnny Kanipe and Ronnie Putnam, 
honored by Kenneth and LaVerne 
Davis

Paul Kardous, honored by Dr. Marie-
Claire Marroum-Kardous

Bart and Fran Landess, honored by Carol 
and Milt Childress, and James and 
Elizabeth Kiser

Jack and Constance LaPointe, honored by 
Kurt and Janice Sposta

Jud and Deborah Little, honored by Sarah 
and Hugh Ashcraft

Dorothy Lodge, honored by Judith 
Thomas, Kathlees Ryan, Sandy 
Phillips, Lydia and William Gross, 
Mark and Annemarie Couture, and 
Mary Lou Norcross

Eloise Massey, honored by James and 
Susan Massey

Kaye and William McMullen, honored by 
Edward and Leslie Jenkins

Elizabeth Mullis, honored by Martha 
Sanburg

Amy and Ron Nason, honored by Sally 
and Michael Daley

Page Parsons, honored by Peaches 
Rankin

Lat Purser, honored by Colliers 
International

Alex Rankin, honored by Uwharrie Bank
Cynthia Reece, honored by Stacey and 

Kim Raymer
Steve Regele, honored by Debbie Cannon
Susan Royster, honored by Peaches 

Rankin
Christian Schaich, honored by Vicki 

Caldwell
Ben and Sam Schulman, honored by 

Scott Tornek
Jerry Schultz, honored by Barbara Schultz
Dana and Robert Servatius, honored by 

William Craemer
Anne Yudell, honored by Nancy Yudell

IN MEMORY OF ROY ALEXANDER
	 by David Grant

IN MEMORY OF BEN BENOIT
	 by Michael and Cynthia Jones
	 by Christine and Michael Benoit

IN MEMORY OF ELMER AND CLARA BROWN
	 By Dudley and Curtis Carlson

IN MEMORY OF GEORGE BUCK
	 By Bill and Susan Coxe

IN MEMORY OF QUINTIN AND KAY CARR
	 By Susan Carr

IN MEMORY OF WILLIAM CARSTARPHEN
	 By Virginia Dulaney

IN MEMORY OF STEPHANIE CLARK STEWART
	 By Jacob and Fay Stewart

IN MEMORY OF JOHNATHN DOVER
	 By Laurie Dover

IN MEMORY OF DOUGLAS DUNNAM
	 By Ann Dunnam

IN MEMORY OF PETE AND GERTRUDE GALLANT
	 By Carol Gallant

IN MEMORY OF KURT KRUCKE
	 By Hans and Hetty Krucke
	 By Bill Kushubar
	 By Ann and Jim Truesdale
	 By Paul Fournier
	 By Meredith Somerset
	 By Doy Imhoff
	 By Donna Hunter
	 By Joseph Mendelsohn
	 By Marie MacFarlane
	 By Karen Deton
	 By the Camden Hunt
	 By Catherine Webb

IN MEMORY OF JOHN MILLER
	 By Cameron Faison, Jr.
	 By Charlotte Country Day School

IN MEMORY OF KEN MONROE
	 By Kenda Laughey

IN MEMORY OF HARMAN POPLIN
	 By Wanda and Bob Burton

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION & 
GOVERNMENT

IN MEMORY OF TRAYWICK EARL RICHARDSON
	 By Reid Washam

IN MEMORY OF COLIN SHAW
	 By Ruth Shaw

IN MEMORY OF CARL SPANGLER
	 By the C.D. Spangler Foundation

$100,000+
Bank of America
C.D. Spangler Foundation
Charlotte Mecklenburg Community 

Foundation
David Belk Cannon Foundation
The Dowd Foundation
Duke Energy Foundation
Honeywell
The Cannon Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation

$50,000+
Arras Foundation
Broyhill Family Foundation
Leon Levine Foundation
North Carolina Land and Water Fund
W. Duke Kimbrell Family Foundation

$25,000+
Bragg Financial Advisors, Inc.
Dickson Foundation, Inc.
North Carolina Department of Justice
OrthoCarolina
Pharr Yarns
The Stowe Foundation
Truist Foundation
Wells Fargo

$10,000+
Akers Foundation
Beacon Partners
Catherine Pharr Carstarphen McAdenville 

Foundation
Gaston Community Foundation
Friends of Plant Conservation
Kulynych Family Foundation
Marsh Properties
Mecklenburg County
Regions Bank
REI
Rock Hill Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Southwire
The Allen Tate Foundation
The Hayes Foundation
United Bank
Wildlands Engineering, Inc.

$5,000+
Blum, Inc.
CaroMont Health System
Clariant Corporation
Coleman Lew Canny Bowen
Crescent Communities
Fig Tree Fund
Friendship Fund Foundation
McAdams
Neill Grading and Construction
Prestige Corporate Development
SteelFab

$2,500+
Appian Textiles 
Arborguard Tree Specialists
BGE, Inc.
Brasfield & Gorrie
CBRE
Edifice Inc.
Fortified Data
Keith Corporation
McKim & Creed, Inc.
Moore & Van Allen, PLLC
Sides Erosion Control Services, Inc.
South State Bank
Town of Mineral Springs

$1,000+
Blue Ridge Trail Works, Inc.
Carolina Wetland Services
Catawba County
Choate Construction
Claude and Raenelle Abernethy 

Charitable Trust
Duke Energy—Water Strategy, Hydro 

Licensing and Lake Services
Frontier Capital
Global Endowment Management 

Foundation
Great Outdoor Provision Co.
HDR Engineering Inc. of the Carolinas 
LandDesign
Lat Purser & Associates, Inc.
Morehead Title Company
Nealon Planning
Southeastern Architectural Systems
The Odom Firm, PLLC

HONORARIUMS

STEWARDSHIP ENDOWMENT

LAND DONATIONS

MEMORIALS

Mary McDaniel Society:
Catawba Lands 

Conservancy received two 
major bequests in 2021.  

The Estate of  
Doris Anne Bradley 

A loyal donor to Catawba 
Lands Conservancy since 
1997, Doris Anne Bradley 

(February 21, 1930 - 
November 27, 2020) enjoyed 

a fulfilling career as a 
librarian and was a lifelong 
learner, avid traveler and 

volunteer.

A Charlotte couple also 
generously left their entire 
estate to Catawba Lands 

Conservancy including 178 
acres of land in northeast 

Charlotte near Reedy Creek 
Nature Preserve. 

Planned Giving
If you have included us in 

your estate planning, please 
let us know. 

ESTATE GIFTS
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2019 2020 2021

Personnel Cost  $516,000  $613,000  $773,000 

Office and Admin  $89,000  $89,000  $112,000 

Outreach & Development  $92,000  $46,000  $108,000 

Operations  $36,000  $27,000  $27,000 

Total Operating Expense $733,000 $775,00 $1,020,000

OPERATING EXPENSE BY PROGRAM
ASSETS 2019 2020 2021

Cash  $869,000  $1,360,000  $1,797,000 

Net Restricted Cash for 
Trail Implementation

 $950,000  $915,000  $1,370,000 

Endowment Fund  $3,243,000  $3,424,000  $3,838,000 

Total Assets $5,062,000 $5,699,000 $7,005,000

FUND BALANCES

ASSETS 2019 2020 2021

Unrestricted  
Outstanding Pledges

 $1,451,000  $1,327,000  $1,494,000 

Trail Implementation  
Outstanding Pledges

 $290,000  $1,247,000 $1,091,000 

Total $1,741,000 $2,574,000 $2,585,000

CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL

FINANCIAL REPORT

$1,000,000+
David Belk Cannon Foundation 

$500,000+
Bank of America
C.D. Spangler Foundation
Charlotte Mecklenburg 

Community Foundation
The Dowd Foundation
Duke Energy Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation

$250,000+
Sarah and Tim Belk
The Cannon Foundation
The Carstarphen Family
Comporium
The Dickson Foundation, Inc.
The Leon Levine Foundation
Kathy and Lat Purser 
Pam and Andy Warlick

$100,000+
Bill and Sharon Allen
The Blumenthal Foundation

CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL 
CAPITAL CAMPAIGN DONORS

Blythe Brothers Foundation
Broyhill Family Foundation
Founders Federal Credit Union
Gaston Community Foundation
The George Foundation
Paul and Holly Freestone
Honeywell
Eugene and Vickie Johnson
Julia and Dave Priester
Ruth Samuelson Legacy Gift
Edward Weisiger, Jr. and Betsy 

Fleming

$50,000+
Bernie and Teri Ackerman
Arras Foundation
Carol and Bill Carstarphen
Choate Construction Company
Walter and Delane Clark
Ginny and John Collett
Craig and Tiffany Craze
Alvaro and Donna de Molina
Faison
Kathryn Heath and Tom Webb
George and Susie Henry
Kelly Katterhagen and Larry 

Nabatoff

Jamie and Hunter McLawhorn
Greg and Jill Parsons
Rock Hill Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Southwire
The Stowe Foundation
The Allen Tate Foundation
Gary and Peggy Williams

$25,000+
BlackArch Partners
Lynn and Leroy Lail
David Looper Family
John McGill
Jon Morris
Ruth and Colin Shaw
Parker and Stephen Shuford
Truist Foundation

$10,000+
Shuford and Jayne Abernethy
Beacon Partners
Blum, Inc.
Derick and Sallie Close
Sally and Michael Daley
Alice and Kevin Davis
Nancy and Ralph Falls

Deidre and Clay Grubb
Dehler Hart
Kulynych Family Foundation
Ed and Rita Neill
Steven T. Parker
Bailey and Mildred Patrick
Alex and Sharon Rankin
The Shovelin Family Fund
Keith Smith
SPX
United Bank
Christopher and Tyson Whelchel

$5,000+
Claude and Raenelle Abernethy 

Charitable Trust
Jennifer DeWitt
Jim and Lynn Lawton
Meg Nealon and Brad Lail
Compie and Catherine Newman
Marshall Rogers
Uwharrie Bank

UP TO $4,999
Anonymous
Kelvin and Tammy Anderson
Travis and Lisa Anderson

Jennifer and Bradley Austin
Berkeley Capital Advisors
William and Betsy Blue
Dr. and Mrs. Edward and Angela Bower
George and Kim Cornelson
Vikki and Rick DeSoto
Dickens Mitchener & Associates
Becky and Forrest Ferrell
Michael and Julianne Goodman
Greg and Sherri Gregory
William Heafner
Raymond and Sylvia Holmes
Steve and Kathy Horvath
Patricia Korn
John Lambert
Christine Li and Michael Wang
Daniel Litaker
J. Wriley and Paige McKeown
Kemp A. and Cynthia Michael
Pepsi-Cola Hickory
Mary Ann Pires
Ken Riddick
Troutman Sanders LLP
Tom Watson
Andy and Suzanne Wells
Reese M. Wilson

OUTSTANDING PLEDGES

OUTSTANDING PLEDGES
2019 2020 2021

Unrestricted  
Outstanding 
Pledges

Trail 
Implementation  
Outstanding 
Pledges

$200,000

$400,000

$600,000

$800,000

$1,000,000

$1,200,000

$1,400,000

$1,600,000

CASH RESTRICTED AND OPERATING

Net Restricted  
Cash for Trail  

Implementation

Cash

$2,000,000

-

$4,000,000

Endowment 
Fund

20
21

20
20

20
19

OPERATING EXPENSES

$100,000

-

$200,000

$300,000

$400,000

$500,000

$600,000

$700,000

$800,000

Personnel 
Cost

Office 
& Admin

Outreach
& Dev.

Operations



4530 Park Road, Suite 420
Charlotte, N.C. 28209

704.342.3330
catawbalands.org
carolinathreadtrail.org
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PAID
Charlotte, NC

Permit No. 
1967C

Catawba Lands Conservancy is part of a network of land trusts that collectively  
have protected more than 400,000 acres of the places you love in North Carolina.

Change Service  
Requested

2021 
BY THE 
NUMBERS

TRAIL 
COUNTERS 
INSTALLED

8

173
VOLUNTEERS

HIKES
11PROGRAM 

ATTENDEES

334
REDESIGNED 
ONLINE 
TRAIL MAP

1

SPECIAL 
 EVENTS4

PADDLES

11

BIKE 
RIDES9 WORKDAYS

11

COMMUNITY 
OUTREACH 

EVENTS

11 800 
ENDANGERED 
SUNFLOWERS 

PLANTED

MILES 
OF TRAIL 
OPENED

9 

70+  
ACRES  

OF LAND  
PROTECTED




