
ANNUAL REPORT
LACE UP YOUR SNEAKERS AND JOIN US IN CELEBRATING NATIONAL TRAILS DAY!

What: FREE public 
programs hosted by Carolina 
Thread Trail and partners

When: Saturday, June 1

Where: Various locations 
across the region

More info: 
carolinathreadtrail.org/ntd

Photos from previous 
National Trails Day 
celebrations
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If you drive through the Biddleville or Greenville 
neighborhoods of Charlotte, you probably won’t notice the 
quiet, unassuming little parcels of undeveloped property 
scattered throughout. These unremarkable, some might 
even say unsightly, little pieces of land are owned by the 
City of Charlotte. Despite their current state, the City’s 
Tree Canopy Preservation Program (TCPP) team sees 
potential. It is using the parcels to create public green 
spaces, called the Urban Arboretum Trail (UAT), and 
Catawba Lands Conservancy is collaborating with TCPP 
to advise and provide guidance on the work. The City’s 
vision for the UAT has long been in the works: a string 
of revitalized natural spaces, connected with sidewalks 
and paths, providing oases of nature within the urban 
environment and encouraging outdoor recreation.

During this partnership, supported by a $25,000 
grant from Bank of America, the Conservancy team 
will be working with Tree Canopy Programs Manager 
Tara Moore, and the rest of the TCPP staff, to plan and 
implement restoration work on a number of the UAT 
parcels. That could mean planting native species of trees, 
bringing in pollinator plants or finding other ways to 
activate the space for the community. Each property will 
have a unique approach, based on its individual location 
and characteristics.

“We’re thrilled to collaborate with the City on 
this project. The Conservancy team is providing our 
expertise on restoring native habitats, which we have 
used to improve our conserved properties for decades. By 
working together, we’ll be able to transform these parcels 
into pocket parks, green spaces…maybe even a native 
grassland habitat,” said Will Ruark, Conservation Preserve 
Manager for the Conservancy. “These enhancements will 

have a positive impact on 
the entire area, offering 
valuable green space 
for the community and 
providing crucial habitat 
for creatures that call 
Charlotte home.” 

Tara Moore, the Tree 
Canopy Programs Manager 
for the City of Charlotte, 
is just as energized by the 
possibilities. “Working 
with the Catawba Lands 
Conservancy to improve 
UAT is an amazing 
opportunity. We’ll be able 
to better understand what 
areas of Charlotte to target 
for tree canopy conservation, and be more focused in 
those efforts.” 

Addressing Environmental Inequities
Biddleville and Greenville, both historically majority-

Black neighborhoods of Charlotte, have suffered from a lack 
of green infrastructure, making them more susceptible to 
air pollution, flooding and higher temperatures, while also 
depriving residents of the health and economic benefits 
provided by trees and green spaces. With some strategic 
planning and partnership, these spaces will provide those 
much-needed community benefits. The UAT also overlaps 
with the Carolina Thread Trail near Irwin Creek Greenway 
in West Charlotte, providing residents with additional 
opportunities to explore and experience nature. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

GREEN PLACES
RESTORING POCKETS OF NATURE IN CHARLOTTE

Photo by Nancy Pierce



Visit our blog for more 
news and updates. 

catawbalands.org/latest-news 
Like what you’re reading?

A Proven Partnership
This isn’t the first time the Conservancy has 

worked with the City of Charlotte to protect our tree 
canopy. Over the years, we have worked together 
to conserve more than 230 acres of land across 
Charlotte, protecting tree canopy, clean air and water 
quality. That partnership is ongoing, with 75 more 
acres currently in the conservation pipeline. 

Every conservation project, large or small, 
has an impact on the quality of life – building 
up resilience and giving communities a place to 
connect with nature. With a blank slate provided 
by the UAT properties, and a proven track record 
of collaboration, it’s clear that this partnership will 
make a significant impact.

GREEN PLACES CONTINUED
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 2023 BY  THE NUMBERS

LETTER FROM 
THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR
BART LANDESS

Our region is thriving! New businesses open every 
weekend, in towns and cities across our region. Just 
last year the Charlotte metro area was included in 
the Top 10 Best Places to Live by U.S. News & World 
Report. It is clear that this region is a desirable place 
to live. Easy access to the outdoors, great weather, 
Southern hospitality, clean air and water, arts and 
culture…all these ingredients play into our popularity. 

How long before the boom causes a bust?

I have talked before about the importance of 
quality of life in ensuring that our region thrives. 
This issue’s feature article addresses the elephant in 
the room: that not everyone in Charlotte has a high 
quality of life. Historically underserved communities 
have not had the same access to green spaces as 
more affluent areas. 

Our region is estimated to gain 2.7 million new 
residents in the next 35 years.  How will that impact 
our quality of life?  We need to act now and boldly to 
assure that, as we grow, we maintain or improve our 
quality of life by adding parks, trails, nature preserves 
and greenways while land is still available.  We can 
provide a better quality of life for all if we put our 
hearts and minds to it.



Calendar 
upcoming events & programs 
APRIL 6
Toxic Beauty: Mayapple Hike at 
Forney Creek Trail

APRIL 17 
Clays for Conservation
Sponsorships and team registration available 
now! Visit catawbalands.org/clays.

JUNE 1 
National Trails Day 
Join us for a series of public programs  
across the region!

OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER
Hike at Kings Mountain National 
Military Park 

Hike at Buffalo Creek Preserve

Hike at Murray’s Mill Historic Site

JOIN US AT ONE OF OUR PROGRAMS OR EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR!

National Trails Day 2023, Buffalo 
Creek Preserve, Cabarrus County. 
Photo by: Jennifer Clark 

DONOR PROFILE
LEGACY GIFT TO BENEFIT THE 
CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL

Danny Myers was a modern 
day Renaissance man—his life was 
full of adventure, hard work, and 
reinvention. 

Over his 79 years, he had several 
careers, including college teacher, 
nursing home administrator, home 
inspector, and business owner. He 
had a Master’s degree in Philosophy. 
He loved art and music. He was an 
avid hiker and camper. He visited 
many museums on his travels around 
the world. He also loved working out 
at the YMCA in Belmont. 

In 2022 Danny was diagnosed 
with leukemia, and told he had 
somewhere between 6 months and 
two years to live. He started thinking 
about what kind of legacy he wanted 

to leave to memorialize his parents, 
brother, and longtime partner, Sarah. 

Danny and Sarah both loved 
nature, and wanted to help preserve 
the natural beauty of the area for 
future generations. He also wanted 
to ensure that access to nature and 
outdoor recreation would be free 
and available for everyone in his 
community. These values led him 
to leave a significant bequest to the 
Carolina Thread Trail. Another gift 
from Danny was made to the Stowe 
YMCA in Belmont. 

Danny’s legacy will be honored 
at a future bridge on the Carolina 
Thread Trail in Gaston County. He 
requested that the bridge have a 
plaque reading “Sarah and Danny’s 

Bridge,” with two joined hearts.  
People like Danny, who have 

made planned gifts to help save land 
and connect lives to nature, have 
made a transformational difference 
for nature and people in our region. If 
you are interested in finding out more 
about ways you can make a lifetime 
gift, or how your legacy could make 
a difference, we would love to speak 
with you or send you information. Or, 
if you have already set up a planned 
gift, we would like to know so we 
can recognize and thank 
you now. Please reach 
out using the QR code, or 
call us at 704-342-3330.



Photo by Will Stuart

Collaborating to Conserve
At the end of 2023, our Land Conservation team supported 
partner land trust Davidson Lands Conservancy in protecting 
Washam Farm South, a 54-acre property in Huntersville. The 
property adds to the more than 800 acres of permanently 
protected land in the Ramah Creek Conservation Area, and 
Catawba Lands Conservancy is the backup holder on the 
conservation easement.

Thread Trail Advances in Gaston County
The plan for the 23-mile Matthews-Belk South Fork River 
Corridor took a step forward last fall when Lowell and 
Gaston County both approved an interlocal agreement to 
accept construction bids for two Carolina Thread Trail 
segments connecting to and through George Poston Park.  

Preserving Local Agriculture
We are proud to share that the American Farmland 
Trust awarded us a $100,000, 4-year grant to engage 
with local farmers around conservation efforts. We have 
worked with local farmers for years to protect agricultural 
lands, and we’re excited about the potential to further 
increase our capacity to save prime agricultural soils and 
strengthen our local food economy.

Good Fire Season
Our Stewardship team 
continues to bring back “good 
fire” to a number of properties 
we conserve, reintroducing 
a beneficial natural process 
to ecosystems where 
humans have suppressed 
it for centuries. During the 
2024 fire season (generally 
February-April), we hope to 
conduct five prescribed burns 
on three protected properties. 

Ecological Restoration in Catawba County
With funding from the nonprofit Society for Ecological 
Restoration, and in collaboration with Microsoft’s 
Datacenter Community Affairs team, we are implementing 
a large-scale project to restore more than 80 acres of 
land and streambank in Catawba County. This multi-
year project will remove invasive plants from two sites 
at Mountain Creek Park, and replant these areas with 
natives. We’ll also be re-seeding an eroded streambank 
with native plants that will mitigate erosion and form 
a natural barrier against pollutants. This project will 
contribute to the overall health and sustainability of this 
large natural area and the stream, which flows into Lake 
Norman.

Grasslands Project Expands to Ground-nesting 
Bird Counts
Grasslands habitat is crucial for ground-nesting birds, 
and soon we will know how bird species are using the 
restored grassland at Buffalo Creek Preserve. Over the 
next two years, we will be conducting year-round counts 
of migratory and resident birds on the site, supported by 
funding from the JEM Foundation.

FIELD 
NOTES



SPRING BLOOMS
Spring weather means more people are getting out in nature…and it means native plants are back in bloom! Here are 
a few species to keep an eye out for when you’re exploring.

Mayapple 
A woodland and floodplain plant with pretty, white blooms hidden underneath its 
expansive leaves. All parts of this plant are toxic, so use caution when viewing!
Look for it at: Forney Creek Trail, Denver, NCLook for it at: Forney Creek Trail, Denver, NC

Spicebush 
A shrub with yellow blossoms that fill the air with a deliciously sweet-spicy scent 
when it blooms in early spring. 
Look for it at: Mineral Springs Greenway, Mineral Springs, NCLook for it at: Mineral Springs Greenway, Mineral Springs, NC

Trillium 
A spring ephemeral wildflower that carpets woodland hillsides in a short-lived, but 
beautiful display. 
Look for it at: Girl Scouts Hornets’ Nest Trail, Statesville, NCLook for it at: Girl Scouts Hornets’ Nest Trail, Statesville, NC

TRAIL FORUM 
SELLS OUT FOR 2ND YEAR IN A ROW

A sold-out crowd of nearly 300 people gathered 
in Mooresville, NC in December for the 16th annual 
conference all about trails and outdoor recreation. This 
was the second consecutive year with a sold out event! In 
addition to networking and educational breakout sessions 
throughout the day, attendees heard from lunch keynote 
Amy Camp, founder of Cycle Forward. Amy shared 
examples and lessons of how communities around the 
country are embracing trails and thriving. The event also 
highlighted the impact and momentum gained through 
2023 NC Year of the Trail, and honored Mara Malakoff as 
the Saxby Chaplin Volunteer of the Year.

TRAIL FORUM IS 
PRESENTED BY

Mara Malakoff (far right) was 
named 2023 Saxby Chaplin 
Volunteer of the Year.



2023 CATAWBA LANDS CONSERVANCY AND CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL DONORS

$25,000+
Estate of Willie Ray Teeter
Anna and Tom Nelson
Frank Dowd
Pam and Andy Warlick
Bill and Sharon Allen
Estate of Barbara B. Hiestand 
Sarah and Tim Belk
Kathy and Frank Bragg

$5,000
Saxby and Elizabeth Chaplin
Amy and Philip Blumenthal
Julia and Dave Priester
Katie and Steve Scruggs
Alice and Benton Bragg
Leslie and Phillips Bragg
Cathering and John Bragg
Vickie and Eugene Johnson
Jon Morris
Karen Fox
Charlton Torrence, III
Jill and Don Olmstead
Kelle and Len Botkin
Kathryn Heath and Tom Webb
Betsy Fleming and Edward 

Weisiger, Jr.
Deborah and Jud Little
Tiffany and Craig Craze
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Becky and James Hovis
Fran and Bart Landess
Jane and Layton Getsinger
Rita and Bill Vandiver
Ginny and John Collett
Libby Griffin and Lee Chambers
George and Susie Henry
Hunter and Jamie McLawhorn
Jill and Greg Parsons
Cheryl and Mark Sutton
Peggy and Gary Williams
Tom and Erin Gray McCoy
Banks Wilson and Jessica 

Manner
Lisa and Carlos Evans
Ann and Ric Browning
Delane and Walter Clark
May and Carroll Barger
Sherard Anne and Tilman Gates
Jennifer and Dustin Clark
Donna and Alvaro de Molina
Kelly Katterhagen and Larry 

Nabatoff
Ruth G. Shaw
Jane and Gary Green
Ken and Beth Beuley
Katie and Blair Boggs
Elizabeth Funck
Lise Hain
Janet and Bryan Hanson
Jeanette and Larry Heath
Katherine H. and Robert James
Mimi and Jeff Kane
Lynn and Leroy Lail
Ian Langley
Julie and Howard Levine
Parker and Stephen Shuford

Marianne and Jonathan Mangels
Lucy and Louis Stephens
Claudia and Andy Heath

$2,500+
Katharina and Bill Mumford
Sinclair and Robert McLean
Katie and Tommy Lee
Leslie Johnson
Kathryn V. Clancy
Lisa and Mike North
Amy and Tom Okel
Mary Jean White
Julianne and Tim McCollum
Meg Nealon and Brad Lail
Joyce Poe
Diane and Herbert Althouse
Nathan Clark
Kathy and Lat Purser
Kirsten Baldwin and Justin 

Steinschriber
Barbara and Charlie McRee
Dick Metzler
Judith Beall
Nancy Falls
Kerri and Patrick Mast
Frances and DuBose Williamson
Jennifer Beightley and 

Kristopher Fador
Lauren and Christopher Walker
Michelle and John Mader
Danielle Gerdes DeBow and Ben 

DeBow
Vikki and Ricardo DeSoto
Linda and William Farthing
Michele and Walter Fisher
Heide and Oscar Groomes
Laurie and John Helms
Christie and Steven Hinshaw
Maria and John Huson
Susan and Phil Kuttner
Richard J. Osborne
Nancy and Tim Paschall
Miah and Stephen Price
Eileen Friars and Scott Pyle
Lucy Quintilliano and Leonard 

Fumi
Suzanne and Wilson Sadler
Sarah Schweppe
Jessyca Shuttleworth
Jane and Chris Thomas
Christine and Chet Walker
Margaret and T. Price 

Zimmermann
Elizabeth Bevan and Dan 

Clodfelter

$2,000+
Carla and Larry Vitez
Margaret and Paul Campbell
Mary Margaret and Hugh 

Morrison
Kate and Harris Morrison
Gwynne Movius
Amy and Ron Nason
Jane and Harold Peeples
Donna and Richard Richter
Linda and Joseph Roberts
Nancy Popkin and Mark 

Stanback

Mary and Bill Staton
Mary Lou and Greg Cagle
Jean and Ken McCoy
John Pickett

$1,000
Patricia and Doug Faris
Arrington Mixon
Barbara Schreiber
Lisa and Rob Phocas
Raymond and Mary Boardman
Robin and Bill Branstrom
Thomas and Katherine Bunn
Curtis and Dudley Carlson
Melissa Cornwell and Bradley 

Christmann
Rebecca Gilbert
Carol and Watts Hamrick
Charlotte Kidd
Eric and Bonnie Krempa
Barbara Laughlin
Debbie and Stephen Laws
Inta Lidz
Dr. Marie-Claire Marroum-

Kardous, M.D.
Becky Stoever
Diane and Ret Turner
Kathryn and Michael Wellman
Susan and John Papadopulos
Robert Gurdian
Libby and Dave Cable
Kate Hill
Robert Dowd
Karen S. Cobb
Lucinda Lucas
William Craemer, Jr.
Keith Camburn
Catherine and Compie Newman
Caroline and Bob Sink
Matthew and Amanda Andersen
Ann and Ed Rowell
Robin Cochran
Jayne and Shuford Abernethy
Martha and Stewart Tate
Carrie and Chris Frye
Hanspeter Giger
Michael and Sarah Hebert
Margaux and Adam Karagosian
Lori and Tomas Mathews
Kimbrel and Trip Morris
Mark and Linda Allen
Mark and Susanne Memolo
Tammy and Kelvin Anderson
Harriet Barnhardt
Andrew and Christine Beloni
Danforth Bodien
Kimberle and Jeffrey Burton
Robert P. Caldwell, Jr.
Veronica and Bill Clark
Susan and Charles Dalton
Eugene Daniels
Martha and Eric Eubank
H. McDonald Felder
Mary Ann and Terry Gaddy
Greg and Sherri Gregory
Barnes and Cammie 

Hauptfuhrer
Dr. Samuel H. Hay
Kathy and Steve Horvath
Page and Martin Hull
Peter Humphery and Julian 

Bannon
Cindy and Tim Kelly
Kathryn and Willian Kirk
Dr. and Mr. John S. Lowery

Jane and Hugh McColl
Ashby and Jim McDonald
Civil and William McGowan
Mr. and Mrs. Steve McLeod
Danielle and Chip Nisbet
Tom and Kathleen O’Bannon
Sue Peck
Emily and Randel Phillips
Jeanne and Randy Poole
Michael Ranson
Dr. James Rentz
Joseph Ritok
Lynn and Rosauro Rivera
Gerard and Susan Roche
Eve Schreck
Dr. and Mrs. John B. Schug
Elaine Scott and Gerald Tylman
Allen and Sarah Shifflet
Mr. and Mrs. Wayne Shovelin
Robert Michael Smith
Jason and Cindy Sutton
Natalie Tindol and John Davis
Claire and C. Brent Trexler
Ronald Underwood
Ann and Shawn Wilkerson
Henry and Anne Flint
Mark and Liza Gosnell
David and Rebecca Klepser
Susan Turner and Marti 

McCracken
Melvin and Christine Andersen
Ceasar Cone, III
Paula and Ronald Withrow 
Mr. and Mrs. D. Harding Stowe

$750
Kevin and Virginia Casey
David and Laura Truesdale
Markus and Susan Scherer
Buddy and Cheryl Furr
Louis Eubanks
Frank Stroupe
Jennifer DeWitt and Oz Tuzcu
Jonathan Gross and Amy Zeanon
David and Mary Hall
Debra and George Warren
Frank Fisher
Michael and Nydia McCrohan
David Weinrib and Liz Wahls
Anne and Fletcher Wright
Jessica and Erik Otto

$500+
J. Spratt White
Amy and Julian H. Wright
Heather McQuilkin
Kevin and Anna Daly
Bryan Denton
Sharon and Randy Snyder
Justin Jones and Amanda 

Marlow
Patrick and Jocelyn McLaughlin
Dr. and Mrs. Steven L. Tracy
Ralph and Brenda Messera
Laura Little
Bill Schiffli and Karen Kummer
Mary Virginia White
Jim Fox
Mary I. Council
Martha and Tommy Odom

Sherry Reckas
Raymond Woodrum
Scott and Elizabeth Bodien
Jen Muckley
Phyllis and James Miller
Mara Malakoff
Jay and Sylvia Bajorek
Sandra Brown
Jeffrey Carroll
Margaret Dean
Susan and David Elkins
Anna and Dennis Elliott
Chris Farmer
Brian Huskins
Bill and Anne Ireton
Mark Ostrander
Charles Peach and Pamela 

Pearson
Paul Elliott Porter Jr
Tom and Eleanor Raispis
Justin and Kylan Smith
Jeff and Noelle Vandiver
Scott Fletcher
Brandon and Rob Mayo
Robbie and Andrew Adams
Chip Allison
Catherine and Jeff Armstrong
Judy and Stan August
Ed and Susan Barnhart
John and Anne Barry
Maggie and William Blair
William and Betsy Blue
Robert and Gail Bratton
William and Elaine Brooks
Nancy and Al Brown
Jay Bryson
Susan Carr
Milt and Carol Childress
Sallie and Derick Close
John Crosland III
Rufus M. Dalton
Chris and Elizabeth Daly
Tom and Lisa Ellis
Frank and Susan Gammon
Juli Gardner
Michael Heinig
Jane Henderson and Harry 

Lancaster
William Howe
Abigail Jennings and Randolph 

Lewis
Jennifer Jones
Florence and Anderson Kane
Mary Scott Kennedy
James and Stephanie Kimball
Jamie and Elizabeth Kiser
Kenda Laughey
Soong and Hannah Lee
Bill and Catherine Maxwell
Caroline and Palmer McArthur
John and Beth McGill
Mark and Posey Mealy
Kiran and Constance Mehta
Joseph Morris
Al and Beverly Mullen
Karen and Martin O’Gorman
Jim and Callender Patterson
Charles and Helene Pearson
Catherine S. Peterson
Sabine Schmid-Rankin and 

Haywood Rankin
Sally and Russell Robinson
Caldwell and Ed Rose
George Slaton
William Sparks

Our donors’ generous support each year enables us to pursue our mission of saving land and connecting lives to nature. This list reflects 
combined gifts to both organizations that were made during the 2023 calendar year.



Ring Stafford
Mr. and Mrs. Verner E. Stanley, Jr.
Brenda Stevens
Claudia and Wes Sturges
Lili and Chris Teigland
Lana Truong
Charlie and Lydia Williams
Edith H. and Landon R. Wyatt
Leslie and John Culbertson
Susanne and Tom Cambern
Damon Houghton
Jennifer and Jack Mattox
J. Yorke and Barbara Pharr
Sara L. Pressly
Mike and Cathy Weaver
Amy Grissom

ADDITIONAL SUPPORTERS
Charles and Leighann Swanson
Jeff Morgart and Rhonda 

Craycraft
Karen and John Jacob
Charles and Patricia Klapheke
Betty Chafin Rash
David and Kate Maynard
Pat Brugh
Andy and Donna McClure
Rebecca Giblin
John Robinson
William and Nena Cahill
Donna Roth
Barbara Blackburn
Sharon and Alex Rankin
Dr. and Mrs. David A. Rinehart
Andrew Stinson
Michelle and Grafton Withers
Eric Hovey
Kelley and Andy Anderson
Caroline and Quin Cogdell
Demitra and Redmond Farha
Meg and Will MacBain
Jessie and Alston Mann
Cassidy and Cam Montgomery
Kelly Brinker
Leslie and Kyle Carse
Becca and Lucas Fries
Wells and Stephanie Herndon
Nancy and Harris Ralston
Phillip McMillan
Tim and Sarah Monnin
Elizabeth Wytiaz
Janet Levy
Amy Avery
Stacey and Brian Ellis
Peggy Harrington
Theodore and Cynthia Kratt
Patsy Schober
Jon Jordan
Bill and Susan Coxe
Michael and Nancy Kucera
Julie and Gary Wirth
Jim Bramlett
Laurin Ariail
Jennifer and Mike Neurohr
Ellen Allinger
Jennifer Culver
Susan Zumbrunnen
Greg and Beth Fidler
Nimesh Shah
David Caldwell III
Bryan and Robin Buckler
Debbie and Vic Duniec
Anthony and Sheryl P. Hill
Mr. and Mrs. David R. Rogers
James and Martha Stenhouse
Ms. Jean M. Sullivan
Kevin and Jill Walker
Cheryl and Michael Hill
Harriet Seabrook
Thomas H. Smith, Jr.
Brent and Jill Andersen
Richard M. Bell
Eric Kjellberg
Glenda and Rob Steel
Kent and Sally Weymouth

John and Kate Worm
Tracy Brading
Lisa Riggins
Ralph Dell
Joan Kilian
Susan Scanga
Morgan Freese
Jeanne M. Neumann
Steve Hallmark
Jed and Chastity Davis
Dallin Hales
Laura and Daniel McCready
Shane Stout
Steve Wyniemko
John and Trish Anderson
Gary and Elizabeth Broome
Mark and Joanna Chancy
Tamara Closs
Suzanne Cowden
Brad Desilets
Sonia Duggal
Ben and Ashley Ellis
Wendy Feinberg
Anna and Joe Frey
Mary Beth Hollett
Susan Knight
Eric and Betsy Little
James and Susan Massey
Mark and Lindsay Merritt
Sally Mitchener
Pamela Pannozzo
Sonia and Adam Perillo
Teresa Powell
Teresa Singer
Peter and Vivian Vogt
Elsie and Will Barnhardt
Julie Berton
Jan and Jim Brittain
Mark and Valerie Busch
Laura and Doug Caldwell
Cheryl and David Carson
Arthur Castillo
Matthew and Suzanne Churchill
Barbara and George Climer
Lori Collins
Annemarie and Mark Couture
Tom Covelli
Anderson and Betty Jo Currie
Shoobha Daftary
Sally and Michael Daley
Amy Diamond
Miriam A. Dixon
David Eve
Frank and Janet Fortner
Monica Gali
Sarah and Frank Gentry
B. Kelly and Meredith Graves
Barry and Karen Greenblatt
Priya Gupta
John and Lisa Hairr
Susan and Walter Hannah
Anne Henderson
Janet F. Hince
Barbara A. Huffman
Todd Jenkins
Tina Kostelnik
Kevin Kruse
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Lawing
Gary and Donna Lerner
Lin and Gary Leslie
Alesia M DiCosola
Ed and Wendy Matthews
Harry and Virginia Miller
Hannah Nanaa
John and Michelle Ong
Emma Perlmutter
Michael Rankin
Marshall Rogers
Jessica and Jason Schroeder
Bartow S. Shaw, Jr.
Glen and Blenda Singletary
Janet Smith
Jean M. Summerville
Michael and Baxter Toomey
Randy and Elaine Walker

James and Linda Wallace
Mary Ware
John and Cam Wester
Mary and Richard White
Sema Williams
Matthew Workman
Shirley Frank
Sonia Scholl
Mary and Peter Stauble
Tanya and Leonard DeGrace
Drs. Karen and Gary McDougal
Justin Stallings
Heidi Nisbett
Douglas Ferguson
Alvin Ellison
Teresa Helfenberger
Regina Zyska
Brian Parry
Amber Carney
Doug and Nancy Gadd
Drew and Sarah Harriss
David Hoerl
Emily Huling
Elizabeth Mitchell
Barbara Vargochik
Harley Green
Pamela and Bill Mahony
Mary S. Newsom
Kevin North
Irene B. Robertson
Gray Wheatley
Elaine Walters
Ken and Rush Coe
John and Alison Nolting
Diane Watson
Lee Atkinson
Betsy Baker
Oscar Brooks and Nancy Jane 

Barnhardt
Michele and Thomas Battle
Ali and Wood Breeden
Catherine Chew and Howard Stier
Nancy Conrad
Shirley Cox
Jean G. Dixon
G.H. and Ann Dornblazer
Monica George
Paul Gettys
Robert and Molly Griffin
Lydia Matthews
Sarah and Lane Ormand
Scott and Matti Reider
Donna Robichaud
Ben Rose
Susanne and Jerry Sellers
Patrick and Katherine Shaw
Ben Spencer
Janice and Kurt Sposta
Robert Stein
Maha Swede
Erik Tolsma
Carter and Cathlean Utzig
Clarence and Heathy Walker
Dr. Thomas D. Walsh
Thad Walton
Chris and Mike Wiggins
Richard Atkinson
Robert and Kerry Bandis
Robert Bischoff
Dr. Kenneth M. Collins
Robert W. Cook
Robert Dalley
Elyn and Mike Dortch
Ann Dunnam
Lori Hanson
Bill and Linda Hefner
David Henderson
Priscilla Laula and Arthur Kohn
Barbara S. Lake
John and Ellen Lambert
Nancy Lopez
Richard and Theo Thomson
Cheryl Johnson
Prescott and Maria Little
Jeff Seremak

Theresa Genay
Patricia Steele
Gale Osborne
Kay Fisher
Lauren Steele
Lyubov Zuyeva
Ann and Wesley Gaines
Matt Allen
Amy and Johnny Hines
Todd Dunn
Harold and Carol Bankirer
Barry Bobrow and Karen Knoble
Karen Hales
Trent Lindsay
Mona Sinno
Don and Jean-Marie Bass
Catherine Verratti
Alex Castle
Dan Boone
Richard and Nancy Dietz
John B. and Marianne Haynes
Michael and Jodie Iagnocco
Edward and Leslie Jenkins
Steve and Diane Marsfelder
Cynthia L. Mynatt
Elizabeth Raspanti
Scott Smith
Benjamin and Rosemary Klein
Patricia Korn
Bill and Stephanie Whitesides
Sherré DeMao
Carol Gallant
Dr. and Mrs. James E. Pugh
Mary A. Curlee
Alyssa Dodd
Jill Payne
Christine Drain
B.J. and Emily Jones
Chris Friesen
Tom Watson
Marcia and Ben Eubanks
Stacey Choi
Bret Baronak
Christine Lu and Michael Wang
Robert Mauerman
Padmashree Anand
Chris Arico
Sheryl Dorton
Manuel Lopez
Talia Moody
Livingston Moyd
Paul Naoum
Shawn Randall
Joe-Anne Saldarini
Emily and Matthew Sherlock
Pete Vacho
Amy Albright
Rebecca Fant and John Alday
Wil Bosbyshell
Amy Brooks and Christopher 

Paradise
Tommy Burton
Sally H. Byrd
Robert Carr
Doug Crocker
Patrick Daly
Luther and Diane Dasher
Joe A. and Elizabeth Davant
Camilla Franklin
John Gallegos
Sharon Gensch
Maureen and Walter Gilewski
Ellen and Harry Goff
Nannette and Tom Gorman
Glenn Hays
Margaret Herdegen
Erma Deen Hoyle
Joseph Kendall
Christopher and Lynn Lakin
Blair Lindsey
John Linster
Dorothy Lodge
Chris and Terry Loeb
Matt Magnasco
Brian Malec

Mary McDaniel
Elizabeth Miller
Michael Moore
Isabel Morichi
Philip and Mary Ruth Payne
Lisa and Mark Perkins
Nancy Pierce
Jarrett Robinson
Stacie Salisbury
John Sink
Kathleen Smith
Kevin Switzer
Laura and Robert M. Thomas
Betty Trautwein
Meredith and Dick Vetter
Mark White
Jarrett and Mary Wyant
Andrew and Lisa Zerkle
David Edwards
Bryan Alsop
Lisa and Clint Leviner
Kemp A. and Cynthia Michael
Charles W. Allison, III
Laura Allred
Charlene and Hal Angel
Diane Arbour
David W. Arone
Marty Baker
Julia H. Barringer
Luther and Deborah Barringer
Dr. Edwin Bartine
Rick Benton
Seth Bernanke and Ellen 

Goldberg
Barbara and Mike Bernath
Bob and Sandra Bisanar
Michael and Elizabeth Blair
Alan and Rosalie Blumenthal
Bill and Alice Brafford
Peter and Vicki Brunnick
Christopher and Amanda 

Buchanan
David and Pat Buetow
Elaine Camp
Bruce and Mary Chapman
Marion Cowell
Richard Crenshaw
Sue Cronkite
John Michael Davis
Tracy Davis
Virginia Dulaney
Pamela Dykstra
Debbie and David Enna
Brandon Farmer
Cynthia and Brett Ferguson
Carol Fogarty
David and Christine Fogarty
Bonnie Foulds
Linda and Steve Gilbert
Jean P. Gilland
Mary May Gillespie
Anita Godwin
Sheri Gray
Lynda and William Gross
Adam Guerino
David and Dianna Guseman
Ginny Hager
Brenton S. Halsey
Ann Hambright
Donald and Amy Hardin
Collin Harpool
Tricia and Donald L. Harrison, Jr.
Rodger and Karen Hartwig
Sharon L. Heinrich
Carmen D. Henderson
Margaret Henderson
Charles and Lynn Hodges
Larry and Melissa Humbert
Andrew Huneycutt
Dennis and Virginia Huntley
Chris Jandebeur
Brian Jirak
Kevin Johnson
Walter Kelly
Grady Kennington



Gerry Kingsley
Dr. David R. Kirlin and Nan 

Kirlin
Kevin and Julia Kline
Alan and Sherri Lamb
Katy Lamoutte
Nancy Leach
Louis and Tamara Lesesne
Samuel Long, III
Jane Love
Richard and Carol Luttrell
Thomas W. Mangum
Pamela Manley
Bonne and Bill McCoy
Pat and Jack Meckler
Mariaelena Millsaps
Thomas W. Miralia
Amy and Buck Montague
John and Peg Morrison
Kim Moseley
Richard and Barbara Neidinger
Bill and Suzanne Nichols
Marsha J. O’Brien
Ray Owens and Sally Higgins
Pam and Bobby Pearce
Raj Peddisetty
Lee and Eric Pedersen
Alice Pendleton
Michael Peoples
Lois Plowman
Thomas and LeDayne Polaski
Frank and Maria Portone
Rich and Woods Potts
Chris Prigmore
Richard and Sarah Park Rankin
Forrest Ranson
Judie R. Ratcliffe
Michael Redmond
Eliot and Shirley Rosen
Gary Ruppalt
Fran and Wallace Saunders
Karen and Thomas Schmitt
Gregory Schneider
Chris and Marion Sekerak
Skip Smart and Mary Davis
Morris and Pattie Spearman
Mike and Beth Stanforth
Robert Stevens
Lisa Stewart
James T. Stines
Stephen Stroupe
Bill and Teresa Sturges
Mark and Debbie Taylor
Victoria Taylor
Elizabeth M. and Lee 

Thalheimer
Gail L. Thomas
Missy Thomas
Sharon and James A. Thompson
Cynthia Thomson and Michael 

Murphy
Roberta M. Tremain
Dana and David Tuck
Gregory Urban
Todd and Karen Vance
John and Kate Vassallo
Devin Vickers
Craig Volk
Timothy and Cynthia Von Der 

Embse
Mary T. Wannamaker
Caroline Watson
Darrell Watts
Dr. and Mrs. John C. Watts
Jeff White
Diane Willis
Dick and Suzy Winters
Marcia and David Wright
Steven Yaffe
Paul Zodtner
Phyllis Tarrant
Luz Maria Aveleyra
Charles Denhart
Laura and John Gregory
Philip Mattox

Joan Oleson
Richard and Christie Benoit
Jonathan and Kim Miller
Thomas Hovis
Drew McClure
Maria Collins
Roxanne Newton
Mary Goode
Edmund Greenidge
Debbie and Scot Kiggans
Cindy and Jeff Parsons
Charlotte Bost
Gayle Nadel
Betsy Alexander
Paul Blase
Daniel D. Botero
Jeffrey Chamberlain
Lawrence Coleman
Andrew Davis
Deanna McRorie
James Schonhardt
Reese M. Wilson
Joseph Wolljung
Sarah B. Perry
Catherine H. Hart
Bart Shaw
Corey Ferguson
Theresa Morr
Stowe Query
Jennifer Malone
Jeff Leagon
Troy Albaugh
Colin Andres
Elizabeth Burns
Jaimee Daulton
Ross Duncklee
Brian Filbert
Joshua Fortin
Grant Gettinger
Alexander Gulley
Keenan Hogsed
Patrick Lazarek
Jiamin Lei
Craig McKenzie
Bethany Morey
Angela Oberlin
Ryan Pittman
Marcus Polite
Carlos Rodriguez
Luis Salas
Mary Starnes
Brittany Taylor
Angela Daley
Estate of Jane McNeary 
Wayne Johnston
Stephanie McCray
Mandy Carter
Dawn Farley
Julie Hiscox
Daniel Milburn
Dorothy Sangmuah
Zachary Weaver
Jamie Westmoreland
David Ballenger
Jose Besu
Bob Cashion
Jennifer Church
Mathias and Linda Engelmann
Warren and Camille English
Christie Flowers
Katherine Fox
Rachel G. Hill
Kim V. Hombs
David Huffman
Janice A. Koppenhaver
Kathryn Kuppers
James F. and Donna Love
McKenzie Luxmore
David McGinnis
Tanya McLaughlin
Mary L. McQueen
Jason Neubert
Bobby Offord
Walter Schield
Anne and Steven Scott

Beth Stanley
Amy Steinmetz
Ailee Tempest
Erik Wallace
Tina Wiggins
Doug Yoch
Charles S. Day
Cheryl Simpson
Pauline Niilend
Beth Armour
Lamar and Brenda Ashe
Kyle Bartel
Bruce and Becky Beerbower
Robert Blanton
Ron and Nancy Bryant
Amy and Dee Bumgardner
John Chalk III and Ann Chalk
Roger Coates
Ron Cohler
Andrea Cook
Chris Delpino
Ginny Dodd and Fan Watson
Deidra Fisher
Margaret Fleeman
Ron Foltz
Catherine Friedenreich and Alan 

Black
Kimberly Gissy
Kathleen and Bill Grabert
Susan Graham
Gary and Pushpa Gross
James Haden
John and Irina Hamrick
Larry Hamrick
John and Christina Hanna
Herbert Harriss
Dorothy D. Hodges
Diane and Larry Hook
Patricia and Carl Horn
Andrew and Judith Hoxie
Karen and John Humphrey
Elaine Jara
Mikell and Elaine Jarratt
Emily M. Johnson
Michael and Cynthia Jones
Walter and Eileen Joyce
Ken and Wendy Karably
Harry Karr
Mark and Debbie Kincaid
Roger M. Lewis
Kathryn Long
Marion Love
Vi Lyles
Allison and Stuart Malter
Sterling and Mary Martin
Paul Maxwell
Meghan McDonald
Fred S. McGee
Loretta McMahan
David Miller
James E. Morris, II
Nikki Morris
Marci Mroz
Grace Murray
Mary Lou P. Norcross
David and Kathy Oliver
Thomas J. Orr
Ronald I. Parker
Leslie and Paul Perlik
Bruce and Mary Rose Randall
Mary and Nathan Rantala
Stacey and Kim Raymer
Thomas and Joanna Roberts
James G. Robertson
Daniel and Deb Scheller
Steven and Gale Schwartz
Gary Schweizer
Charles S. Sevcik
Jim and Alison R. Shaw
Jim Siewers
Karen Spencer
Tex and Grace Squires
Wallace and Frances Stepp
Donna Stowe
Joseph and Janice Stowe

Frank and Shelley Sturges
Kay and Joseph Swift
F. Boyce Theis
June M. Vasoll
William Wallace
Laura Watson
Scott and Sherry Webb
Michael Weinberg
James and Martha Woodward
Janet and Frank Harlan
Catherine Loveland Vowell and 

Michael Vowell
Jane and Wayne Lowe
Walter Marcin
Dreama Shove
Deena Rogers
Jenny Moore and Jason Bonham
Betty and Rod Peck
Robert and Jane Taylor
Doug Ferguson
Rene Kimray
Matt Sinkovitz
Robin Buck
Rachael Cooper
Emily Ly
Christina Avelino
Herbert Browne
Bob and Wanda Burton
Brad and Maddox McKenzie
Sheila Nail
Sharon Wilson
Anne Graham
Ashton Lamb
Marek Lubomirski
Cheryl Baker
Karen Singleton
Polly Trammell
Catherine H. Castro
Brett and Nancy Gilbert
Robert Snyder
Patricia Pietersen
Dr. Edward and Ms. Debra 

Smith
Darla Wiedeman
Mary Bruno
Julie and George Chapman
Margaret Goforth
Carol Larrimore
Dana McMannis
Tristan McMannis
Claire Meirowitz and Joseph 

Spiegel
Van and Karen Vagianos
Roshena Ham-Bugge
Christina Martin
Nancy and Marc Zolotorofe
Monica Gonzalez Pena
Lynda Hunley
Andrea Hutto
Maureen Stoudt
Peter Agud
James and Stacey Armstrong
Scott Attaway
Kevin Bellinger
Peta Corner
Kenneth and LaVerne Davis
Sarah Drummond
Laura Fernandes
Nancy Furry
Ann and Bill Gray
Lisa Green
Sarah Harris
Ann Haynes
Spencer Hill
Christy Larson
Steve Maskol
Greg McKenna
Karin Mcgrath
Daniel Miles
Jerry Overcash
Marsha Pepper
Suzanne Pilolla
Francis C. and Carolyn Proctor
Sister Mary Andrew Ray
Rachel Roczynski

Denise Schachte
Amy Schmidt
Sharon Wolf
John Yurina
Debbie Lewis
Trevor and Jennifer Aldridge
Tom Balke
Jill Blumenthal
Shirley Brutko
Judy Caudle
Robert Chandler
Steve Copulsky
James Danko
Karin and Sean Davies
Michelle Davis
Nadine Dixon
Ron Eubanks
Regina Friedman
Jack A. Fulbright
Claudina Ghianni
William and Jewell Griffin
Dan and Cheryl Hochberg
Allison Holtzman
Jack and Rita Horan
Kevin and Laurie Hughes
Jesse James
Kenneth and Sally Kneidel
Jim Long
Rita Long
Kirsten Martin
James and Betsy Matthews
Ray Maxwell
Thomas and Cynthia McCrory
Kathy Miller
Tom and Jackie Mooney
Kenneth Nelson
Leslie Patterson
Marlon Pineda
Amy Posner
Leland Powell
Kathryn and Russell Rushing
Harold and Patricia Shapiro
Garrett Sharpe
Samantha Sidoti
Linda Sprague
Brenda Summers
Larry Threatt
Patti Tracey and Chris Hudson
Christy Wilhelm
Melissa Wright
Nancy Yudell
Janet and Ronald Zick
Colin Ricks
Carl Copeland
Paul and Rebecca Moffett
Wyatt Phillips
Lari Procunier
Mandy and Sean Bloom
Margaret Bruce
Monica and Charles Cole
Larry Cook
Richard Cope
Shirlyn Oliver
Laurie and Ernie Paione
Wendy Roberts
Nick and Angela Street
Venkatesh Komma
Wanda Cloninger
Eric Heusser
Tom Jones
Darren Smith
Lee Beatty
Margaret Dunford
Janet Frederick
Margaret Morgan
John Hunt
Thomas Bell
Beth Cain
Janet and Paul LeFrancois
Alan Lidogoster
Angine Lieber
Audrey Marcus-Mayes
Karen Tucker
Marylee Twilley
Mariah Martin



Nancy McMillen
Hannah Meeler
Donald Mott
Jim O’Neill
Marie Rainey
Allison Grundy
Denise and Kirk Johnston
Aaron Berger
Elizabeth Jameson
Molly Withers

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION 
AND GOVERNMENT

$100,000
US Department of Agriculture
The Dowd Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
C.D. Spangler Foundation
Founders Federal Credit Union

$50,000
Leon Levine Foundation
Northwood Office LLC
W. Duke Kimbrell Family 

Foundation
Pharr McAdenville Corporation

$25,000
NC Department of Natural & 

Cultural Resources
Duke Energy
Catawba-Wateree Water 

Management Group
Bank of America Foundation
Dickson Foundation
Dickson Foundation, Inc.
The JEM Project

$10,000
Mecklenburg County
Bragg Financial Advisors, Inc.
Blumenthal Foundation
Blythe Development Company
Gaston Community Foundation
Redlair Foundation
Akers Foundation
Regions Bank
Southwire
North Carolina Department of 

Justice
Beacon Partners
Choate Construction
Marsh Properties
McAdams
REI Cooperative Action Fund
Rock Hill Coca-Cola Bottling 

Company
Steven C. Leuthold Family 

Foundation
The Allen Tate Foundation
The Hayes Foundation

$5,000
City of Concord
Charlotte Region Commercial 

Board of Realtors
ESP Associates
LandDesign
NC Dept. of Environmental 

Quality
The Howe Foundation
Blum, Inc.
Brown Brothers Harriman & Co.
Crescent Communities
Fig Tree Fund
Friendship Fund Foundation
Hart & Hickman PC
Lanier Material Sales
SteelFab, Inc.
Town of Fort Mill
York County Government
Claude and Raenelle Abernethy 

Charitable Trust

$2,500
City of Gastonia
Appian Textiles
Town of Cramerton
BGE, Inc.
American Farmland Trust
UNC Charlotte
City of Belmont
Orvis Company
Arborguard Tree Specialists
Barnhardt Foundation
Blue Ridge Trail Works, Inc.
Nealon Planning
Town of Mineral Springs
Global Endowment Management 

Foundation
Robinson Bradshaw
Wildlands Engineering, Inc.
Southern Company
CBRE
Carolina Wetland Services
Chicago Title Insurance
Chilton Trust Foundation Inc
Civil & Environmental 

Consultants, Inc.
Colonial Materials, Inc.
Edifice Inc.
Frontier Growth
GW Liles Construction Company
Geosyntec Consultants
InterCon Building Co., LLC
Lat Purser & Associates, Inc.
Little
Moore & Van Allen, PLLC
NW Lake Wylie, LLC
North American Lawn and 

Landscape
Southeastern Architectural 

Systems
The Andover Group at UBS
Thrift Commercial Real Estate 

Services
Troutman Pepper Hamilton 

Sanders LLP
Warco Construction
Wastequip LLC

$1,000
MERI Foundation
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, 

LLP
The Shaw Tate Group
Great Outdoor Provision Co.
City of Charlotte
AARP
Alta Planning + Design
Benesch
ColeJenest & Stone
Keck & Wood
Cousins Properties LP
Howard Construction Co. of 

Lincolnton
McLeod Corporation Holiday 

Marina
Pepsi-Cola Hickory
The Ann F and John W Copeland 

Charitable Foundation, Inc
Dreams Afloat Foundation

ADDITIONAL CORPORATE SUPPORT
PermaTrak
Pond & Company
Areté Structures
Atlantic Union Bank
Dewberry
Varidx
Women’s Impact Fund
Daimler Trucks North America
Alexis Foundation
Christ Episcopal Church
Institute of Management 

Accountants
Manulife Investments
Recreational Equipment
Uwharrie Bank

Carolina Orchard Romeos
MUFG Bank
Amazon Smile
Abacus Capital USA
Devereaux Designs
Garden Club of Weddington
Johnston, Allison and Hord
Hundley Law, LLC

CONSERVATION EASEMENT 
DONATIONS

Missy Eppes and Jake Armour 
Jane Getsinger
Tom McCoy
 Wayne Mitchem and Carroll 

Mitchem 


