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If you drive through the Biddleville or Greenville 
neighborhoods of Charlotte, you probably won’t notice the 
quiet, unassuming little parcels of undeveloped property 
scattered throughout. These unremarkable, some might 
even say unsightly, little pieces of land are owned by the 
City of Charlotte. Despite their current state, the City’s 
Tree Canopy Preservation Program (TCPP) team sees 
potential. It is using the parcels to create public green 
spaces, called the Urban Arboretum Trail (UAT), and 
Catawba Lands Conservancy is collaborating with TCPP 
to advise and provide guidance on the work. The City’s 
vision for the UAT has long been in the works: a string 
of revitalized natural spaces, connected with sidewalks 
and paths, providing oases of nature within the urban 
environment and encouraging outdoor recreation.

During this partnership, supported by a $25,000 
grant from Bank of America, the Conservancy team 
will be working with Tree Canopy Programs Manager 
Tara Moore, and the rest of the TCPP staff, to plan and 
implement restoration work on a number of the UAT 
parcels. That could mean planting native species of trees, 
bringing in pollinator plants or finding other ways to 
activate the space for the community. Each property will 
have a unique approach, based on its individual location 
and characteristics.

“We’re thrilled to collaborate with the City on 
this project. The Conservancy team is providing our 
expertise on restoring native habitats, which we have 
used to improve our conserved properties for decades. By 
working together, we’ll be able to transform these parcels 
into pocket parks, green spaces…maybe even a native 
grassland habitat,” said Will Ruark, Conservation Preserve 
Manager for the Conservancy. “These enhancements will 

have a positive impact on 
the entire area, offering 
valuable green space 
for the community and 
providing crucial habitat 
for creatures that call 
Charlotte home.” 

Tara Moore, the Tree 
Canopy Programs Manager 
for the City of Charlotte, 
is just as energized by the 
possibilities. “Working 
with the Catawba Lands 
Conservancy to improve 
UAT is an amazing 
opportunity. We’ll be able 
to better understand what 
areas of Charlotte to target 
for tree canopy conservation, and be more focused in 
those efforts.” 

Addressing Environmental Inequities
Biddleville and Greenville, both historically majority-

Black neighborhoods of Charlotte, have suffered from a lack 
of green infrastructure, making them more susceptible to 
air pollution, flooding and higher temperatures, while also 
depriving residents of the health and economic benefits 
provided by trees and green spaces. With some strategic 
planning and partnership, these spaces will provide those 
much-needed community benefits. The UAT also overlaps 
with the Carolina Thread Trail near Irwin Creek Greenway 
in West Charlotte, providing residents with additional 
opportunities to explore and experience nature. 
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Visit our blog for more 
news and updates. 

catawbalands.org/latest-news 
Like what you’re reading?

A Proven Partnership
This isn’t the first time the Conservancy has 

worked with the City of Charlotte to protect our tree 
canopy. Over the years, we have worked together 
to conserve more than 230 acres of land across 
Charlotte, protecting tree canopy, clean air and water 
quality. That partnership is ongoing, with 75 more 
acres currently in the conservation pipeline. 

Every conservation project, large or small, 
has an impact on the quality of life – building 
up resilience and giving communities a place to 
connect with nature. With a blank slate provided 
by the UAT properties, and a proven track record 
of collaboration, it’s clear that this partnership will 
make a significant impact.
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Our region is thriving! New businesses open every 
weekend, in towns and cities across our region. Just 
last year the Charlotte metro area was included in 
the Top 10 Best Places to Live by U.S. News & World 
Report. It is clear that this region is a desirable place 
to live. Easy access to the outdoors, great weather, 
Southern hospitality, clean air and water, arts and 
culture…all these ingredients play into our popularity. 

How long before the boom causes a bust?

I have talked before about the importance of 
quality of life in ensuring that our region thrives. 
This issue’s feature article addresses the elephant in 
the room: that not everyone in Charlotte has a high 
quality of life. Historically underserved communities 
have not had the same access to green spaces as 
more affluent areas. 

Our region is estimated to gain 2.7 million new 
residents in the next 35 years.  How will that impact 
our quality of life?  We need to act now and boldly to 
assure that, as we grow, we maintain or improve our 
quality of life by adding parks, trails, nature preserves 
and greenways while land is still available.  We can 
provide a better quality of life for all if we put our 
hearts and minds to it.



Calendar 
upcoming events & programs 
APRIL 6
Toxic Beauty: Mayapple Hike at 
Forney Creek Trail

APRIL 17 
Clays for Conservation
Sponsorships and team registration available 
now! Visit catawbalands.org/clays.

JUNE 1 
National Trails Day 
Join us for a series of public programs  
across the region!

OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER
Hike at Kings Mountain National 
Military Park 

Hike at Buffalo Creek Preserve

Hike at Murray’s Mill Historic Site

JOIN US AT ONE OF OUR PROGRAMS OR EVENTS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR!

National Trails Day 2023, Buffalo 
Creek Preserve, Cabarrus County. 
Photo by: Jennifer Clark 

DONOR PROFILE
LEGACY GIFT TO BENEFIT THE 
CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL

Danny Myers was a modern 
day Renaissance man—his life was 
full of adventure, hard work, and 
reinvention. 

Over his 79 years, he had several 
careers, including college teacher, 
nursing home administrator, home 
inspector, and business owner. He 
had a Master’s degree in Philosophy. 
He loved art and music. He was an 
avid hiker and camper. He visited 
many museums on his travels around 
the world. He also loved working out 
at the YMCA in Belmont. 

In 2022 Danny was diagnosed 
with leukemia, and told he had 
somewhere between 6 months and 
two years to live. He started thinking 
about what kind of legacy he wanted 

to leave to memorialize his parents, 
brother, and longtime partner, Sarah. 

Danny and Sarah both loved 
nature, and wanted to help preserve 
the natural beauty of the area for 
future generations. He also wanted 
to ensure that access to nature and 
outdoor recreation would be free 
and available for everyone in his 
community. These values led him 
to leave a significant bequest to the 
Carolina Thread Trail. Another gift 
from Danny was made to the Stowe 
YMCA in Belmont. 

Danny’s legacy will be honored 
at a future bridge on the Carolina 
Thread Trail in Gaston County. He 
requested that the bridge have a 
plaque reading “Sarah and Danny’s 

Bridge,” with two joined hearts.  
People like Danny, who have 

made planned gifts to help save land 
and connect lives to nature, have 
made a transformational difference 
for nature and people in our region. If 
you are interested in finding out more 
about ways you can make a lifetime 
gift, or how your legacy could make 
a difference, we would love to speak 
with you or send you information. Or, 
if you have already set up a planned 
gift, we would like to know so we 
can recognize and thank 
you now. Please reach 
out using the QR code, or 
call us at 704-342-3330.
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Collaborating to Conserve
At the end of 2023, our Land Conservation team supported 
partner land trust Davidson Lands Conservancy in protecting 
Washam Farm South, a 54-acre property in Huntersville. The 
property adds to the more than 800 acres of permanently 
protected land in the Ramah Creek Conservation Area, and 
Catawba Lands Conservancy is the backup holder on the 
conservation easement.

Thread Trail Advances in Gaston County
The plan for the 23-mile Matthews-Belk South Fork River 
Corridor took a step forward last fall when Lowell and 
Gaston County both approved an interlocal agreement to 
accept construction bids for two Carolina Thread Trail 
segments connecting to and through George Poston Park.  

Preserving Local Agriculture
We are proud to share that the American Farmland 
Trust awarded us a $100,000, 4-year grant to engage 
with local farmers around conservation efforts. We have 
worked with local farmers for years to protect agricultural 
lands, and we’re excited about the potential to further 
increase our capacity to save prime agricultural soils and 
strengthen our local food economy.

Good Fire Season
Our Stewardship team 
continues to bring back “good 
fire” to a number of properties 
we conserve, reintroducing 
a beneficial natural process 
to ecosystems where 
humans have suppressed 
it for centuries. During the 
2024 fire season (generally 
February-April), we hope to 
conduct five prescribed burns 
on three protected properties. 

Ecological Restoration in Catawba County
With funding from the nonprofit Society for Ecological 
Restoration, and in collaboration with Microsoft’s 
Datacenter Community Affairs team, we are implementing 
a large-scale project to restore more than 80 acres of 
land and streambank in Catawba County. This multi-
year project will remove invasive plants from two sites 
at Mountain Creek Park, and replant these areas with 
natives. We’ll also be re-seeding an eroded streambank 
with native plants that will mitigate erosion and form 
a natural barrier against pollutants. This project will 
contribute to the overall health and sustainability of this 
large natural area and the stream, which flows into Lake 
Norman.

Grasslands Project Expands to Ground-nesting 
Bird Counts
Grasslands habitat is crucial for ground-nesting birds, 
and soon we will know how bird species are using the 
restored grassland at Buffalo Creek Preserve. Over the 
next two years, we will be conducting year-round counts 
of migratory and resident birds on the site, supported by 
funding from the JEM Foundation.

FIELD 
NOTES



SPRING BLOOMS
Spring weather means more people are getting out in nature…and it means native plants are back in bloom! Here are 
a few species to keep an eye out for when you’re exploring.

Mayapple 
A woodland and floodplain plant with pretty, white blooms hidden underneath its 
expansive leaves. All parts of this plant are toxic, so use caution when viewing!
Look for it at: Forney Creek Trail, Denver, NCLook for it at: Forney Creek Trail, Denver, NC

Spicebush 
A shrub with yellow blossoms that fill the air with a deliciously sweet-spicy scent 
when it blooms in early spring. 
Look for it at: Mineral Springs Greenway, Mineral Springs, NCLook for it at: Mineral Springs Greenway, Mineral Springs, NC

Trillium 
A spring ephemeral wildflower that carpets woodland hillsides in a short-lived, but 
beautiful display. 
Look for it at: Girl Scouts Hornets’ Nest Trail, Statesville, NCLook for it at: Girl Scouts Hornets’ Nest Trail, Statesville, NC

TRAIL FORUM 
SELLS OUT FOR 2ND YEAR IN A ROW

A sold-out crowd of nearly 300 people gathered 
in Mooresville, NC in December for the 16th annual 
conference all about trails and outdoor recreation. This 
was the second consecutive year with a sold out event! In 
addition to networking and educational breakout sessions 
throughout the day, attendees heard from lunch keynote 
Amy Camp, founder of Cycle Forward. Amy shared 
examples and lessons of how communities around the 
country are embracing trails and thriving. The event also 
highlighted the impact and momentum gained through 
2023 NC Year of the Trail, and honored Mara Malakoff as 
the Saxby Chaplin Volunteer of the Year.

TRAIL FORUM IS 
PRESENTED BY

Mara Malakoff (far right) was 
named 2023 Saxby Chaplin 
Volunteer of the Year.



2023 CATAWBA LANDS CONSERVANCY AND CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL DONORS
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Our donors’ generous support each year enables us to pursue our mission of saving land and connecting lives to nature. This list reflects 
combined gifts to both organizations that were made during the 2023 calendar year.
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Sharon and James A. Thompson
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Cindy and Jeff Parsons
Charlotte Bost
Gayle Nadel
Betsy Alexander
Paul Blase
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Bart Shaw
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Ross Duncklee
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Joshua Fortin
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Estate of Jane McNeary 
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Mandy Carter
Dawn Farley
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Meghan McDonald
Fred S. McGee
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Jim Siewers
Karen Spencer
Tex and Grace Squires
Wallace and Frances Stepp
Donna Stowe
Joseph and Janice Stowe

Frank and Shelley Sturges
Kay and Joseph Swift
F. Boyce Theis
June M. Vasoll
William Wallace
Laura Watson
Scott and Sherry Webb
Michael Weinberg
James and Martha Woodward
Janet and Frank Harlan
Catherine Loveland Vowell and 

Michael Vowell
Jane and Wayne Lowe
Walter Marcin
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Peter Agud
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Scott Attaway
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Sarah Drummond
Laura Fernandes
Nancy Furry
Ann and Bill Gray
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Sarah Harris
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Greg McKenna
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Daniel Miles
Jerry Overcash
Marsha Pepper
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Sister Mary Andrew Ray
Rachel Roczynski
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Amy Schmidt
Sharon Wolf
John Yurina
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Trevor and Jennifer Aldridge
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James Danko
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Ray Maxwell
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Nancy McMillen
Hannah Meeler
Donald Mott
Jim O’Neill
Marie Rainey
Allison Grundy
Denise and Kirk Johnston
Aaron Berger
Elizabeth Jameson
Molly Withers

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION 
AND GOVERNMENT

$100,000
US Department of Agriculture
The Dowd Foundation
Wells Fargo Foundation
C.D. Spangler Foundation
Founders Federal Credit Union

$50,000
Leon Levine Foundation
Northwood Office LLC
W. Duke Kimbrell Family 

Foundation
Pharr McAdenville Corporation

$25,000
NC Department of Natural & 

Cultural Resources
Duke Energy
Catawba-Wateree Water 

Management Group
Bank of America Foundation
Dickson Foundation
Dickson Foundation, Inc.
The JEM Project

$10,000
Mecklenburg County
Bragg Financial Advisors, Inc.
Blumenthal Foundation
Blythe Development Company
Gaston Community Foundation
Redlair Foundation
Akers Foundation
Regions Bank
Southwire
North Carolina Department of 

Justice
Beacon Partners
Choate Construction
Marsh Properties
McAdams
REI Cooperative Action Fund
Rock Hill Coca-Cola Bottling 

Company
Steven C. Leuthold Family 

Foundation
The Allen Tate Foundation
The Hayes Foundation

$5,000
City of Concord
Charlotte Region Commercial 

Board of Realtors
ESP Associates
LandDesign
NC Dept. of Environmental 

Quality
The Howe Foundation
Blum, Inc.
Brown Brothers Harriman & Co.
Crescent Communities
Fig Tree Fund
Friendship Fund Foundation
Hart & Hickman PC
Lanier Material Sales
SteelFab, Inc.
Town of Fort Mill
York County Government
Claude and Raenelle Abernethy 

Charitable Trust

$2,500
City of Gastonia
Appian Textiles
Town of Cramerton
BGE, Inc.
American Farmland Trust
UNC Charlotte
City of Belmont
Orvis Company
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Barnhardt Foundation
Blue Ridge Trail Works, Inc.
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Town of Mineral Springs
Global Endowment Management 

Foundation
Robinson Bradshaw
Wildlands Engineering, Inc.
Southern Company
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Carolina Wetland Services
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Chilton Trust Foundation Inc
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Consultants, Inc.
Colonial Materials, Inc.
Edifice Inc.
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GW Liles Construction Company
Geosyntec Consultants
InterCon Building Co., LLC
Lat Purser & Associates, Inc.
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Moore & Van Allen, PLLC
NW Lake Wylie, LLC
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Landscape
Southeastern Architectural 

Systems
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Thrift Commercial Real Estate 

Services
Troutman Pepper Hamilton 

Sanders LLP
Warco Construction
Wastequip LLC

$1,000
MERI Foundation
Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, 

LLP
The Shaw Tate Group
Great Outdoor Provision Co.
City of Charlotte
AARP
Alta Planning + Design
Benesch
ColeJenest & Stone
Keck & Wood
Cousins Properties LP
Howard Construction Co. of 

Lincolnton
McLeod Corporation Holiday 

Marina
Pepsi-Cola Hickory
The Ann F and John W Copeland 

Charitable Foundation, Inc
Dreams Afloat Foundation

ADDITIONAL CORPORATE SUPPORT
PermaTrak
Pond & Company
Areté Structures
Atlantic Union Bank
Dewberry
Varidx
Women’s Impact Fund
Daimler Trucks North America
Alexis Foundation
Christ Episcopal Church
Institute of Management 

Accountants
Manulife Investments
Recreational Equipment
Uwharrie Bank

Carolina Orchard Romeos
MUFG Bank
Amazon Smile
Abacus Capital USA
Devereaux Designs
Garden Club of Weddington
Johnston, Allison and Hord
Hundley Law, LLC

CONSERVATION EASEMENT 
DONATIONS

Missy Eppes and Jake Armour 
Jane Getsinger
Tom McCoy
 Wayne Mitchem and Carroll 

Mitchem 



ANNUAL REPORT
LACE UP YOUR SNEAKERS AND JOIN US IN CELEBRATING NATIONAL TRAILS DAY!

What: FREE public 
programs hosted by Carolina 
Thread Trail and partners

When: Saturday, June 1

Where: Various locations 
across the region

More info: 
carolinathreadtrail.org/ntd

Photos from previous 
National Trails Day 
celebrations


