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Land trusts offer an ambitious promise: 
conservation forever. That promise begins 
with acquiring land or conservation 

easements to permanently protect important 
places. But it doesn’t end there. Stewardship—
the ongoing work of defending, managing, 
and caring for protected land—ensures those 
conservation commitments endure long after 
the documents are signed.

With a time horizon measured in centuries, 
Catawba Lands Conservancy’s thirty-plus 
years represent only the beginning of that 
responsibility. As development pressure, legal 
complexity, and environmental change 
increase, one truth remains. Acquisition 
protects land today; stewardship protects it 
forever.
MANAGING RISK AND RELATIONSHIPS

Recently, our friends at a peer land trust in NC 
found themselves in a legal battle with the new 
owners of a conserved property. During routine 
monitoring visits, stewardship staff documented 
major alterations to the land, including 
extensive clear-cutting and unauthorized road 
construction. Despite good-faith efforts to 
resolve the issues, the situation escalated until 
Triangle staff had little choice. Their legal duty 
to uphold the easement required them to file 
suit.

The outcome of the case remains uncertain, 
but legal fees are only part of the cost of 
defending conservation. The greater, often 
invisible cost lies in the extensive staff time 

required for site visits, documentation, research, 
correspondence, and negotiation. That work 
falls largely to stewardship teams.

Across the land trust community, conservation 
challenges are increasing. Terrafirma, the 
national insurance program used by most land 
trusts, reports that conservation-related legal 
cases have increased 105 percent over the last 
decade, while tax controversy cases have risen 
114 percent in just the past three years. 
Unauthorized clearing and construction are the 
most common violations, mirroring those in 
the Triangle case. Each claim can cost tens of 
thousands of dollars, and financial risk is only 
part of the concern. Poorly defended easements 
by any land trust can weaken the legal strength 
of every easement that other land trusts hold. 

Most conservation challenges are first 
discovered during annual monitoring visits, 
when stewardship staff walk properties, meet 
with landowners, and document changes on 
the land. The work requires a rare blend of 
skills, including ecological knowledge, legal 
interpretation, careful documentation, and the 
social awareness needed to navigate sensitive 
conversations. In practical terms, stewardship is 
a risk-management system for conservation. In 
human terms, it is a relationship-building effort.

Relationships with landowners are often the 
most powerful protection a conservation 
easement can have. Good stewardship 
ensures those relationships are built early and 
maintained over time. At the Conservancy, three 
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STEWARDSHIP  
THE FOREVER WORK OF CONSERVATION



stewardship staff are responsible for 80 
preserves, 144 conservation easements and 
more than 100 landowners. That means a lot 
of time in the field, crawling through brush, 
crossing fences and listening as landowners 
share knowledge about their farms and 
forests. Every property has a story, and every 
landowner has a reason they chose 
conservation. Acquisition is where those 
stories become partnerships; stewardship is 
where partnerships deepen and endure.
AN INVESTMENT IN OUR FUTURE

Stewardship isn’t just preventing 
violations. It is also about maintaining and 
improving the health of the land. As extreme 
weather and development pressure increase 
across the Southeast, land management 
practices such as invasive species control, 
prescribed fire, forest thinning, soil health 
practices and stream restoration help 
protected properties adapt and ensure that 
clean water, wildlife habitat and working 
farmland remain viable for generations.

Despite its importance, stewardship is 
often misunderstood. While acquisition 
projects often get the spotlight as 
conservation wins, stewardship happens 
quietly afterward, year after year.

Protecting land forever requires sustained 
attention, expertise and resources. 

STEWARDSHIP CONTINUED

LETTER FROM 
THE EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR
BART LANDESS

Spring is a wonderful time. The natural world 
renews itself on an annual basis and every 
time it seems like a miracle. Though nature can 
rejuvenate itself, there are ways in which we 
can assist, healing old wounds faster and better 
with human help.

There is very little in our region that has not 
been amended in the last 200 years. Farming, 
timbering, roads, homes and businesses have 
dramatically changed our landscape. Little 
Sugar Creek at Kings Drive in Charlotte was a 
parking lot until 2002. Now it’s a beautiful and 
lively park with a healthy, thriving ecosystem. 
We are working on similar transformations 
around our region. At Forney Creek in eastern 
Lincoln County, we are restoring the stream 
and floodplain. At several other preserves, we 
are re-establishing flourishing grasslands that 
once were prevalent.

As Spring reminds us, nature constantly 
renews. With your help, we can bring back a 
world that has been absent for generations. 
Thank you for being a part of our efforts!

PROPERTIES 
CONSERVED 
IN 2025:

Davis Brand CE 
17 acres
Union

Teeter Estate Preserve  
136 acres 
Mecklenburg

Caldwell Creek Addition
31 acres
Mecklenburg

Larchmont Circle 
17 acres 
Mecklenburg

Bigleaf Bluff 
46 acres 
Gaston

Photos by Conservancy staff

It requires investment not only in new 
conservation projects, but also in the long-term 
care of the lands already protected. For donors 
and supporters, this presents an opportunity. 
While project-specific gifts are essential to 
acquiring new conservation lands, investments 
in stewardship ensure that every acre already 
protected remains protected for generations.

In short, stewardship is the fulfillment of the 
promise conservation makes to landowners, 
communities, and the future. And for those of us 
lucky enough to do the work, it might just be the 
coolest job in conservation.
Written by Sophie Harrington, Land Stewardship Manager
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Trail Forum keynote speaker Susan K. Trautman 

ACRES OF HABITAT MANAGED
164

NEW 
PROPERTIES 
PROTECTED

TRAILS 
OPENED  
IN 2025:

Rock Springs Nature Preserve: 0.5 mi
Dye Creek Extension: 2.25 mi
McDowell Creek Greenway: 1 mi

Long Creek Greenway at Oakdale/485: 2.1 mi
McAlpine Creek Greenway, Johnson Road to NC 51: 0.75 mi
Little Sugar Creek Greenway at Atrium Health: 0.5 mi

Trail Forum attendees enjoyed a dynamic 
lineup of educational sessions, including a 
keynote by Susan K. Trautman, longtime CEO 
of Great Rivers Greenway. Trautman offered 
an inspiring look at what is possible when 
partnerships thrive and trails become catalysts 
for regional vibrancy.

TRAIL FORUM 
HONORS DEDICATED SUPPORTERS

At the 18th annual Trail Forum, the Thread 
Trail proudly recognized three outstanding 
individuals who have made an impact for trails 
in our region. Duane Harrelson was named 
the 2025 Saxby Chaplin Volunteer of the 
Year, recognizing his dedication to the Girl 
Scouts Hornets’ Nest Trail in Statesville, NC. 
In less than two years, Duane logged over 
850 volunteer hours, the highest total of any 
volunteer since staff began tracking hours. 

Shirley Brutko was awarded the 2025 Trail 
Champion award, honoring her 20+ years of 
commitment to Kings Mountain Gateway 
Trail in Cleveland County, NC. Thanks to her 
leadership, the trail has become a recreation 
destination, even beyond county lines.

Staff also honored Bill Carstarphen with 
the Carolina Thread Trail Legacy Award, 
recognizing his decades of work to improve 
communities and trails along what is now the 
Matthews-Belk South Fork River Corridor.

TRAIL FORUM IS  
PRESENTED BY



Pollinator habitat installation at ImaginOn: The Joe & Joan Martin Center

FIELD NOTES

Mountainside Trail: 1.0 mi
Duke Kimbrell Trail Extension: 0.5 mi
Stowe Connector Trail: 1.2 mi

Stewart Creek Greenway, Yellowstone to State Street: 0.5 mi
Paw Creek Greenway: 1.5 mi
South Fork Ridge Trail: 0.8 mi

TRAILS 
OPENED  
IN 2025:

Like what you’re reading? Scan the QR 
code to read more stories on our blog.

SPENCER MOUNTAIN TRAILS NOW UNDER 
CONSTRUCTION
Construction is underway on the new Spencer 
Mountain Trails located at George Poston 
Park in Gaston County. Staff celebrated with 
a groundbreaking ceremony with partners 
in February. This project is the culmination 
of over 25 years of effort to protect and bring 
public access to Spencer Mountain, and is 
only possible thanks to the support of many 
generous partners, including CaroMont Health. 
Trails are anticipated to open at the end of 2026 
or early 2027.

CITIZEN SCIENCE PARTNERSHIP BUILDS 
POLLINATOR HABITATS
Conservancy staff partnered with ImaginOn: 
The Joe & Joan Martin Center and University 
Park Creative Arts School to construct 
pollinator habitats with the helping hands of 
local children, as part of the Jenner Wood V 
Citizen Science Program. The habitats provide 
an educational opportunity for children and 
microhabitats for native species.

CONSERVANCY STAFF GROW TECH EXPERTISE 
FOR MONITORING
Land Stewardship Associate Gracie Bartel 
recently received her drone pilot certification, 
building capacity for the Stewardship team to 
use aerial drone technology during field efforts.

Groundbreaking for Spencer Mountain Trails. Photo by Allison Hester

TRAIL MASTER PLAN UPDATES UNDERWAY
Thread Trail staff are collaborating with 
partners and stakeholders over the next year 
to determine if realignments or additional 
alignments are needed in each of the county-
specific master plans. In the approximately 
15 years since the plans’ adoption, there has 
been significant growth across the region, 
necessitating a refresh. After concluding 
this planning process, the Thread Trail will 
request each County Commission to adopt their 
updated master plan.

GASTON COUNTY PROPERTY CONSERVED
Land Acquisition staff recently finalized 
protections for Bigleaf Bluff, a conservation 
project in Gaston County that conserves land 
adjacent to Hoffman-Pharr Preserve. This 
project was funded in part by the North 
Carolina Land and Water Fund.



Help protect the places you love with a monthly gift of just $10 or 
more. You’ll provide reliable support to protect local lands and water 
while helping expand the Carolina Thread Trail and increase access to 
nature for everyone. As a Nature Sustainer, you’re investing in clean air 
and water, outdoor experiences close to home, and a healthier, more 
connected region. 

Sign up today at catawbalands.org/monthly

with the Conservancy to place the land under 
conservation easement. Later she collaborated 
with Mecklenburg County to relocate and 
restore the cabin at Latta Place, ensuring that 
the cabin and its layered history would endure.

Once the conservation paperwork was 
finalized, the craftsmen began their work. 
Kirkland and his team deconstructed the cabin 
log by log, like an archaeological dig, then 
relocated it from the property. Roughly half the 
logs, too deteriorated to reuse, were replaced 
with locally sourced oak. Daubing made from 
clay, sand, and lime putty fills the gaps, just 
as it did over a century ago. Even a curved-
handled broad axe from the 1860s was used to 
shape the new wood.

Reconstructed at Latta Place, this cabin now 
stands ready to tell its story publicly, honestly, 
and with care. It reminds us that land and 
history are inseparable, and that preservation 
begins with individuals who choose to care, to 
act, and to ensure that stories like this one are 
not lost. Conservation made this possible, but 
people make conservation possible. 

Catawba Creek Greenway Extension: 0.8 mi
Stagecoach Greenway and Park: 0.25 mi
Lake Whelchel Trail, Paul’s Peninsula: 2.5 mi

Historic slave dwelling, under reconstruction at Latta Place, 
Mecklenburg County

BECOME A NATURE SUSTAINER

SAVING LAND
HISTORY: THE LAST KNOWN SLAVE 
DWELLING IN MECKLENBURG

Against a Carolina-blue sky, the bright hues 
of newly worked oak starkly contrast wood 
worn dark by 150 years of exposure, but the axe 
marks on both are real. Led by Austin Kirkland, 
the craftsmen of Spotted Dog Timber Frames 
have hand-hewed replacement logs using 
historically accurate tools, echoing the work 
of a small but historically significant cabin’s 
original builders.

Built of hand-hewn red and white oak, the 
cabin began its life in the mid-to-late 1800s as 
a dwelling for the enslaved people of the 
Stafford-Holcombe Farm. It is the last known 
structure of its kind in Mecklenburg County, 
and like so many buildings tied to enslaved 
lives, it could have disappeared entirely to 
neglect, time, or development.

In 1860, enslaved people made up roughly 40% 
of Mecklenburg County’s population, forming a 
foundational yet often underrepresented part of 
its history. The physical spaces where enslaved 
people lived, however, have largely vanished. 
Small, undervalued, and rarely maintained, 
these structures disappeared alongside the 
land itself. 

That didn’t happen to this cabin because 
of the care and conviction of the landowner, 
Leslie Freeman. Having inherited the property 
from close family friends, she recognized 
its significance and stewarded it with quiet 
dedication. In 2022 she decided to partner 

Lindsay Pettus Greenway Extension: 0.8 mi
Dutchman’s Creek Blueway: 5 mi
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Our donors’ generous support each year enables us to pursue our mission of saving land and connecting lives to nature. This list reflects 
combined gifts of $500 or more that were made during the 2024 calendar year. View the full donor list in the online digital edition.
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Alex Kellner
Kenna and John Watts
Kenna and Phillip Jordan
Merrimon Kennedy
Virginia Kern
Mary Ann and Verdery Kerr
Pamela Keth
Kipp Kiger



Scott Kiger
Joan Kilian
Rene Kimray
Debbie and Mark Kincaid
Linda and Hatcher Kinch-
eloe
Nathan Kingsley
Jacquie Kirby
Nan and David Kirlin
Eric Kjellberg
Alessandra Klein
Rosemary and Benjamin 
Klein
Julia and Kevin Kline
Kathleen Klotz
Sally and Kenneth Kneidel
Karen Knoble and Barry 
Bobrow
Patricia Korn
Tim Kramer
Cynthia and Theodore Kratt
Nancy and Michael Kucera
Mark Kummer
David Kumpf
Kathryn Kuppers
Henry A. LaBrun
Barbara S. Lake
Lynn and Christopher Lakin
Carrie & Whit Lanier
Terry Lansdell
Jeff Leagon
Michaele Leatherman Faro
David Ledford
Robin Lee
Stacy Leff
Janet and Paul LeFrancois
Marlene and Frank Leone
Tamara and Lou Lesesne
David and Brenda Levin
Lisa and Clint Leviner
David Lipe
Hannah Little
Samuel Little
Terry and Chris Loeb
Steven Loeffler
Sheryl and Jeffrey Long
Nancy and Tommy Lopez
Lori and John Tate
Donna Love and James F. 
Love III
John Love
Jane and Wayne Lowe
Nancy Lowry
Carol and Richard Luttrell
Ann Lutz
Vi Lyles
Jessica MacConnie
Haley Mae-Eady
Matt Magnasco
Ulrike Maier
Brian Malec
Julie Malone
Allison Malter
Brennan Manion
Walter Marcin
Margaret and Bradley 
Fleeman
Jennifer Marquardt
Diane and Steve Marsfelder
Avery Martin
Erika Martin
Toni Martin
Mary Alice Crowe Taylor and 
William Taylor

Steve Maskol
Wendy and Ed Matthews
Philip Mattox
Alice B. Mauney
Maura and Wil Bosbyshell
Robert May
Todd McAulliffe
Mason McCall
Bonne and Bill McCoy
Laura and Daniel McCready
Cynthia and Thomas 
McCrory
Tommy McDonald
Zimmer McEachin
Fred S. McGee
Dustin McIntyre
Parker McLawhorn
Kenneth McLean
Phillip McMillan
Nancy McMillen
Martha McPhail
Mary L. McQueen
Megan and Christopher 
Petrik
Megan and Gregory Black-
well
Brenda and Ralph Messera
Wayne Meyer
Cynthia and Kemp Michael
Charles Mickel
Scott Milford
Gail Miller
Kim and Jonathan Miller
Virginia and Harry Miller
Maria Millsaps
Thomas W. Miralia
Erik Mischker
Elizabeth Mitchell
Talia Moody
Jenny Moore and Jason 
Bonham
Michael Moore
John Moorman
Catherine Morgan
Jeff Morgart and Rhonda 
Craycraft
Theresa Morr
James E. Morris II
Nikki Morris
Howell Morrison
Janet Morrow
John Moscati
Jen Muckley
Kelci Mukherjee
Cindy Munn
Marie Murdock
Reaghan Murphy
Charles and Elizabeth Myers
The Estate of Danny Myers
Cynthia Mynatt
Barbara and Richard Nei-
dinger
Jeanne Neumann
Kelly Newsome
Ketsia Niati
Michelle Nicholson
Raymond Nobleta
John and Alison Nolting
Ellen and David Nutter
Tommy and Martha Odom
Joan Oleson
David and Kathy Oliver
Pat and Frank O’Neill
Judith Osborn

Ray Owens and Sally 
Higgins
Mary Lou P. Norcross
Brian Parry
Dawn P. Patterson
James and Callender 
Patterson
Philip and Mary Ruth Payne
Betty and Rod Peck
Robert Peet
Darlyn and Paul Peindl
Pam and Franklin Pendleton
Michael Peoples
Sonia and Adam Perillo
Lisa and Mark Perkins
Leslie and Paul Perlik
Sarah Perry
Barbara Pharr and J. Yorke 
Pharr III
Chris Phelps
Nancy Pierce
Paul Pierce
Patricia Pietersen
Mary Ann Pires
Geof Planer
Thomas and LeDayne 
Polaski
Chandra Polisetty
Frank and Maria Portone
Elaine Powell
Leland Powell
Lesa Price
Robert Price
Ms. Chris Prigmore
Walter and Christi Pringle
Christopher Prinz
Shane Prisby
Francis and Carolyn Proctor
Mary Joan Joan Pugh
Rachel and Lang MacBain
Er Ralston
Gwyneth Rampton
Theodore Ramsey
Bruce and Mary Randall
Haywood Rankin and Sa-
bine Schmid-Rankin
Michael Rankin
Mary and Nathan Rantala
Judie R. Ratcliffe
Mike Ratzlaff
Stacey and Kim Raymer
Hugh Rea,III
Sherry Reckas
Jan Rees
Scott and Matti Reider
Tim Renckens
Jack and Karen Rhyne
Mr. Don H Rice
Julia Richeson
Ken Riddick
Mike Riemann
Maureen Roark
Thomas and Joanna 
Roberts
Tori Rock
Mary Roe
Helen Rogers
Bill and Sandy Roork
Ben Rose
Chase Rose
Kathryn Rose
Eliot and Shirley Rosen
Mary Kathryn Ross
Donna Roth

Bryan Rowe
Erika Ruane
John and Erin Russell
Michael Sadoff
Martha Sanburg
Alan Sattler
Fran and Wallace Saunders
Jennifer Schaupeter
Susan Scheffler
Robert Schick
William Schick
Patricia Schober
Sonia Scholl
Jason and Jessica Schro-
eder
Jennifer Schulz
Gale and Steven Schwartz
Gary R. Schweizer
Udo Schweizer
Steven and Anne Scott
Chris and Marion Sekerak
Charles S. Sevcik
Lucia Seward
Nimesh Shah
Bart Shaw
Katherine and Patrick Shaw
Jeff Shelton
Paul Shepherd
Dreama Shove
Mr. and Mrs. Marc and 
Mattye Silverman
Mona Sinno
George Slaton
Anthony Smith
Ben Smith
Daniel Smith
Ms. and Dr. Debra and 
Edward Smith
Gerald Smith
Janet Smith
Jeff Smith
Benjamin F. Snead
Robert Snyder
TJ Solomon II
Christine Solow
Keith Sorensen
Pattie and James Spearman
Beth and Ben Spencer
Mark Spizzo
Janice and Kurt Sposta
Linda Sprague
Katherine Standard
Lillian Anissa Starnes
Teresa Starr
Mary and Peter Stauble
Glenda and Rob Steel
Lauren Steele
Patricia Steele
Robert Stein
Amy Steinmetz
Martha and James Sten-
house
Jerry Stensland
Ellen and Eric Stenstrom
Robert Stevens
Erin Stewart
Lisa Stewart
Mitzi Stewart
Howard Stier and Catherine 
Chew
Andrew Stinson
Dana Stoogenke
Curtis Storm
Shelley and Frank Sturges

Teresa and Bill Sturges
Brenda Summers
Susie and Eddie Rhyne
Leighann and Charles 
Swanson
Kay and Joseph Swift
Dawn Tanis
Jane and Robert Taylor
Sue B. Taylor
Victoria Taylor
Kathryn Tecza
Lee Templeton
Boyce Thies
Anthony Thomas
Gail L. Thomas
Robert Thomas
Mr. Sandy Thompson
Sharon and James Thomp-
son
Cynthia Thomson and 
Michael Murphy
Theo and Richard Thomson
Lorna Timmons
Amia Tobias
Jane and Rixey Todd
Robert and Katharine 
Tompkins
Baxter and Michael Toomey
Betty Trautwein
Mollie Trosper
LuAnn Tucker
Molly and Chris Tull
Jeff Turner
Robyn and Tim Turton
Gregory Urban
Cheryl Van Riper Walker
Barbara Vargochik
June M. Vasoll
Kate and John Vassallo
Robert Vaught
Shameika Veal
Devin Vickers
Satya Villa
Vivian and Peter Vogt
Craig Volk
Cynthia and Timothy Von 
Der Embse
Doug Wackerle
Karen Wagner
Heathy and Clarence Walker
Erika Wallace
Linda and James Wallace
Jen and Dave Wallin
Dr. Thomas D. Walsh
Elaine Walters
Diane Ward
Jennifer Ware
C. Frank Warren
Jennifer Watne
Diane Watson
Fan Watson and Ginny Dodd
Jeff Watson
John Watson
Tom Watson
Sherry and Scott Webb
Michael Weinberg
Barrie Welsh-Pietranico
David Welter
Patrick Werner
Sarah West
Cam and John Wester
Cricket Weston
Mary and Richard White
Brooks Whiteside



Stephanie and Bill White-
sides
Kathy Wholey
Craig Wiand
Christy Wilhelm
Aileen M Will
Rachael Will
Mark Williamson
Marshall Williamson
Diane Willis
Mrs. Janine Willis
Reese M. Wilson
Gary Wirth
Allison and Zachary Woelfel
Ann Woodward
Martha and James Wood-
ward
Rainey Woodward
Travis Woodward
Kate and John Worm
Mary and Jarrett Wyant
Steven Yaffe
Byron C Yahnis
L. Franklin Young
Laura Young
Mary Ellen Young
Lisa and Andrew Zerkle
Janet and Ronald Zick
Anja and David Zimmerman
Lyuba Zuyeva

CORPORATE, 
FOUNDATION & 
GOVERNMENT

$100,000+
Charlotte Steeplechase 

Association
Fidelity Foundation
North Carolina Land and 

Water Fund

$50,000
Catawba Wateree Habitat 

Enhancement Program 
Comporium
Gaston Community 

Foundation
Lennar, Inc
W. Duke Kimbrell Family 

Foundation

$25,000
Allen Foundation
American Farmland Trust
Dickson Foundation, Inc.
Nucor Corporation
Redlair Foundation

$10,000
Akers Foundation
Bank of America Charitable 

Foundation
Blumenthal Foundation
Blythe Development 

Company
Bragg Financial Advisors, 

Inc.
Carrie E. & Lena V. Glenn 

Foundation
Catawba Nation Foundation
Catawba-Wateree Water 

Management Group
Choate Construction
City of Charlotte
Duke Energy Foundation
Enbridge
GSM Services, Inc.

Marsh Foundation, Inc.
Mecklenburg County
NC Department of Natural & 

Cultural Resources
Rails to Trails Conservancy
Regions Bank
REI Cooperative Action Fund
Rock Hill Coca-Cola Bottling 

Company
South State Bank
SteelFab, Inc.
The Allen Tate Foundation
The Hayes Foundation

$5,000
Ally Financial
Beacon Partners
Brown Brothers Harriman 

& Co.
Charlotte Region 

Commercial Board of 
Realtors

Claude and Raenelle 
Abernethy Charitable 
Trust

Crescent Communities
Fig Tree Fund
Friends of N. Stanley Trails 

& Parks, Inc.
Friendship Fund Foundation
Howe Foundation, Inc.
Intuit
LandDesign
Lanier Material Sales
McAdams
The Andover Group at UBS

$2,500
BGE, Inc.
Blue Ridge Trail Works, Inc.
Blum, Inc.
CBRE
Christ Episcopal Church
Gaston County
GreerWalker, LLP
Helen and William Mazer 

Foundation
Helios Foundation
Johnston, Allison and Hord
Moore & Van Allen, PLLC
Pollinator Partnership
Southeastern Architectural 

Systems
SouthWood Corporation
The Dick and Sissie Fund for 

Jesus
The Pointe Church
Town of Mineral Springs
Warco Construction

UNDER $2500
A-S Management, Inc.
Airo Mechanical
Albemarle Foundation
Alexander Ricks PLLC
Areté Structures
Barnhardt Foundation
Benesch
Bolton & Menk
Cadwalader, Wickersham 

&Taft LLP
Carmel Country Club Nine 

Holers
Cato Management LLC
Conservation Corps North 

Carolina
Corning Incorporated
Deloitte and Touche LLP
Dewberry
Enpro Industries
ESP Associates
Fairway Investments, LLC
Four Seasons Garden Club

BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS
Janet Hanson, Chair
Diversity and Inclusion 
Leader, Deloitte
Andrew Baysden
Director of Marketing, The 
River District
Allan Baucom
President, Baucom Service, 
Inc.
Allen C. Clark
Senior Director Investor 
Relations, Charlotte 
Regional Business Alliance
Chris Daly
Partner, Childress Klein
John M. Herring
Managing Director/Chief 
Operating Officer/Chief 
Legal Officer, Fidus Capital
Tobe Holmes 
Senior Project Manager, 
WithersRavenel
Allison Holtzman
Realtor,Realty Executives of 
Hickory
Kenda Laughey
CFO, Southminster
David Maynard
Owner, Eddystone Capital

Jon Morris
Senior Partner, Beacon 
Development
Harris Morrison
Managing Director, Fortius 
Capital Partners
Lisa Phocas
Sustainability Director, 
Aalberts Integrated Piping 
Systems
Dave Priester
Former CEO, Choate 
Construction
Jeff Seremak
Partner, Deloitte
Stewart Tate
Principal, The Shaw Tate 
Group
Chris Thomas
Partner, Childress Klein
Laura Truesdale
Environmental Attorney, 
Moore & VanAllen
Thad A. Walker
Charlotte Market Executive/
NC Commercial Banking 
Leader, Regions

STAFF 
Bart Landess 
Executive Director
Bret Baronak 
Director, Carolina Thread 
Trail
Gracie Bartel 
Land Conservation 
Associate
Sean Bloom 
Strategic Initiatives Director
E.C. Myers 
Land Conservation Manager 
- Acquisitions
Eric Calloway 
Development Associate
Catherine Chapman 
Administrative Associate
Jennifer Clark 
Senior Communications and 
Marketing Manager
Becca Cohler 
Trail and Volunteer Manager
Alesia DiCosola 
Associate Director of 
Marketing and Development
Kayte Foras 
Development Manager
 

Conroy Green 
Staff Accountant
Rani Greer 
Davidson Impact Fellow

Sophie Harrington 
Land Conservation Manager 
- Stewardship

Bailey Scarlett 
Davidson Impact Fellow

Ashton Lamb 
Trail Development Manager

Jane Love 
Trail Development Manager
Lauren McKenzie 
Finance Director
Anne Bridgeman 
Director of Marketing and 
Development
Grace Rooker 
Land Conservation 
Associate
Will Ruark 
Land Conservation Director

Great Outdoor Provision Co.
HPI
John Crosland III Charitable 

Foundation
K. Martin Waters, IV 

Memorial Fund
Kimley-Horn and 

Associates, Inc.
Landworks Design Group
McLeod Corporation 

Holiday Marina
Merri Mint Garden Club
Microsoft
Nature Trails, LLC
Page and George Bradham 

Family Foundation
PermaTrak
Plexus Capital, LLC
Pond & Company
The Ann F. and John W. 

Copeland Charitable 
Foundation, Inc

The Marc & Mattye 
Silverman Family 
Foundation

The Musser Families
The Shaw Tate Group
The Stowe Foundation
Tindall Corporation
Trane Technologies
Trexler Foundation
Uwharrie Bank
William M. Barnhardt 

Endowment Fund
WithersRavenel

CONSERVATION 
EASEMENT 

DONATIONS
Caryl Mallory
City of Charlotte
PG Charlotte LB, LLC



2025 FINANCIAL REPORT
SOURCE OF FUNDS

LAND & EASEMENT  
CONTRIBUTIONS 10%PRIVATE GRANTS & CONTRIBUTIONS 52%

GOVERNMENT GRANTS 12%

INVESTMENT EARNINGS 19%

OTHER FUNDING 7%

LAND ACQUISITION  54%

CAROLINA THREAD TRAIL 24%

LAND STEWARDSHIP 12%

MARKETING & FUNDRAISING 6%

USE OF FUNDS

ADMINISTRATIVE 4%



FINANCIAL SUMMARY
(January 1, 2025-December 31, 2025, shown in thousands)

ASSETS 2024 2025
CASH - OPERATING  $3,160  $3,091
CASH - RESTRICTED  $13,699  $16,546 
RECEIVABLES  $ 892  $3,850
FIXED ASSETS (NET)  $521  $547
PRESERVES  $33,940  $30,937 
OTHER ASSETS  $677  $603
TOTAL ASSETS $52,889 $55,574

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE  $121  $37
GRANTS AWARDED  $470  $577 
LEASES PAYABLE  $662  $593
NET ASSETS  $51,636  $54,367
TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS  $52,889  $55,574

ENDOWMENT & RESERVE FUNDS
(As of December 31, 2025, shown in thousands)

RESTRICTED UNRESTRICTED
BOARD 

DESIGNATED TOTAL
THREAD TRAIL ENDOWMENT $3,955 $- $- $4,955
PRESERVE MANAGEMENT FUND $- $- $604 $604
GRANTS TO COMMUNITIES FUND $2,479 $- $919 $3,398
LAND ACQUISITION FUND $85 $- $2,381 $2,466
STEWARDSHIP & LEGAL DEFENSE FUND $1,633 $- $3,141 $4,774
PROJECT FUNDS $511 $- $25 $536
OPERATING RESERVES $773 $813 $1,586
TOTAL ASSETS $8,663 $773 $7,883 $17,319

2025 FINANCIAL REPORT



MAILING AREA

ANNUAL REPORT
JOIN US OUTDOORS FOR A PROGRAM THIS SPRING!

Photos from 
previous National 
Trails Day 
programs.

2400 Park Road, Suite 1
Charlotte, NC 28203

THURSDAY, MAY 14

Moth Night at Eastover 
Ridge Preserve

Enjoy an evening outdoors 
observing and and learning 
about native moths from 
local expert Lenny Lampel.

SATURDAY, JUNE 6

National Trails Day

Join us at one of the 
numerous programs our 
team is hosting across the 
region!

Register for these programs 
and more on our website.


